


Acknowledgement
of Country

The Australian Academy of the Humanities
recognises the continuing connection to

edgement of Country

ia’s humanities moment
.plan for the Humanities 2025-2030

Country and the traditional knowledges of

Purpose

the Ngunnawal and Ngambri people of the
Canberra region and First Nations Australians
on whose traditional lands Fellows in

Strategic objectives

. Champion the humanities as a
national capability

Australia meet and work.

2. Empower the Fellowship

3. Support emerging scholars & future
generations
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4. Embed & promote First Nations Knowledges
. Expand international partnerships & influence

. Ensure organisational & financial
sustainability

The Academy’s Values
INDEPENDENCE
COLLEGIALITY AND COLLABORATION
ACADEMIC FREEDOM AND INTEGRITY
DIVERSITY AND EQUALITY

About us

Contact us
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While the focus of public
attention is on technical,

political and policy solutions,
these will not be sufficient without
a deep understanding of peoples
and cultures.

contexts, requiring people

to change, and unless we un =
cultural and human dimensions of chonge
; proposed reforms and tro_nsformotlons

overergn risk, capacity and capability.

'Because these concepts are ‘already in use in government strategic

thinking, using them will enable us to sharpen the argument that

Australion governments and the community should safeguard the

humanities in the national interest. In this moment of profound

change, the humanities and creative arts are vital for the future of
Australia and the wider world. The Academy commits to
sustaining a vibrant community of scholars, and working

to make our knowledge, insights and expertlse available
for the public good
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M By recognising and promoting Indigenous knowledges and perspectives, our
n u S ra I q n p q n work is enhanced by the unique insights and understandings of the world'’s

oldest and one of the most dynamic knowledge systems.

fo r t h e H u m q n i t i e S This Plan sets out the Academy’s role in addressing modern challenges.

Guided by our Charter, we will champion the value of the humanities and
2 O 2 5 — 2 O 3 O creative arts, lead national advocacy, and amplify the expertise of our Fellows
in shaping Australia’s future. We will strengthen partnerships with professional

and peak bodies, universities, schools, government, industry, and civil society,
ensuring that the humanities are recognised as a sovereign capability for the
benefit of the nation.

Established by Royal Charter in 1969, the Academy’s mandate is to advance
the humanities for the benefit of the nation. Our Fellowship brings independent
authority, deep disciplinary expertise, and critical insight into the cultural, social,

political, environmental and technological challenges of our time. Through our Through this Plan, the Academy affirms the place of the humanities and
programs, partnerships, global networks, and advocacy, the Academy aims to creative arts at the heart of national life — recognising their value in deepening
strengthen national capacity in the humanities and creative arts—capabilities Australia’s engagement with the world, and their indispensable role in

essential for an informed, self-reliant, forward-looking, creative and addressing the pressing global challenges of the 21Ist century.

diverse Australia.

The humanities enrich society by cultivating curiosity, critical
thinking, and creativity. They equip citizens to navigate complexity,
diversity, and change.

The Plan’s six objectives are underpinned by
strategies that position the Academy as a leader,
advocate, and champion for the humanities and

They provide contexts that help us interpret the past, make sense . . .
creative arts in Australia and beyond.

of the present, and imagine different futures. In
addressing the defining challenges of the 21st
century, the humanities are indispensable. They
bring cultural, conceptual, and empirical insight
to the problems associated with climate change; ‘ _ _
illuminate the ethical frontiers - , e
of biotechnology and " .
artificial intelligence; and
foster social cohesion, equity
of access, and respect for
diversity in an era of global
migration, polarisation, and
declining trust in democratic
institutions.
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Ash Bolland, Audio Creatures (detail) for Vivid 2017 at Sydney Opera House.

6 Photo by Srikant Sahoo on Unsplash.




Vision

Our vision is for an open,
inclusive, self-reliant, forward-
looking and knowledgeable
Australia, enriched by a deep
understanding of the histories,
languages, ideas, environments
and cultures of our people, and
peoples around the world.

Purpose

Our purpose is to honour,
champion, and nurture the best

humanities scholarship in Australia.

We recognise and support the
unique knowledges of First
Australians and use humanities
expertise to define and solve the
cultural, social, environmental,
political and technological
challenges of the 21st century.

Sun Xun, ‘Who First Saw the Stars’ 2018,
Photo by Photoholgic on Unsplash.

Strategic objectives

Champion the humanities

e as a national capability

The humanities and creative arts are critical to Australia’s cultural
identity, intellectual life, and ability to navigate social change. The
Academy will ensure that this expertise is shared, mobilised and
valued in public life, the community, government and industry.

Strategies

Lead a coordinated and sustained
national campaign focused on
government, the public service,
universities, schools, peak and
professional bodies and industry,
to position the humanities as a
sovereign capability, essential to
Australia’s future.

Enhance the Academy’s

profile through strategic

media partnerships and public
communications to amplify the
thought leadership and expertise
of our Fellows.

Advocate for effective and fair
higher education policy, including
protection of at-risk disciplines

to safeguard the breadth and
depth of knowledges for future
generations.

Continue to press the case for
the importance of sustaining,
and where possible growing,
national research funding for the
humanities and creative arts in
both existing and emerging fields.

Drive our advocacy agenda
through our Policy Committee
to engage and influence
governments, research
organisations, business and the
community.

Work with our Sections and
Languages Committee to
highlight the risks and offer

solutions in the face of declining
enrolments in languages.
Ensure that we promote the vital
importance of research and
deep engagement with other
languages and cultures for an
understanding of Australia’s
diverse communities and our
global context, in turn helping
support Indigenous and migrant
communities, driving regional
cooperation and safeguarding
national security.

Build and enhance
partnerships with other relevant
organisations - including the
other Learned Academies

and the Australian Council of
Learned Academies (ACOLA) -
to ensure humanities insights
shape and contribute to
multidisciplinary national
research and policy agendas.

Develop and further deepen
relationships and alliances
through collaborations, joint
projects and events with
institutions sharing our aims,
including those in the Galleries,
Libraries, Archives and Museums
(GLAM) sector, universities,
NGOs, the tech sector, discipline
associations, and other research
and scholarly organisations, to
strengthen advocacy, visibility
and influence.



The Fellowship is the Academy’s core
strength: a national and international
network of leading humanities and
creative arts scholars and practitioners.
The Academy’s Sections are the conduits to
professional associations and wider national
and international networks which share our
aims and aspirations. The Academy will deepen
engagement with its Fellows and invigorate the
Fellowship by creating new opportunities to connect
across disciplines, exchange ideas, and contribute to

Empower
o the Fellowship

national priorities.

Strategies
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Enable our Fellows to have a
greater voice in the work of

the Academy through further
engagement with Heads of Section
to shape the deliberations of the
Academy’s Council.

Explore opportunities to further
recognise and celebrate the
achievements and contributions of
our Fellows.

Encourage Sections to have
productive conversations about
emerging issues and challenges in
their specific fields and disciplines,
to inform Council and shape the
advocacy work of the Academy.

Increase opportunities for Fellows
to collaborate across Sections,
including thematic clusters.

Reform our approach and
processes for welcoming,

celebrating and
engaging new Fellows,
Honorary Fellows and

Corresponding Fellows,
so that they are better

prepared to contribute
to, and benefit from the
Academy.

Reshape Section
structures to support
disciplinary innovation
and sustainability:

» Identify and support new
disciplinary and interdisciplinary
fields.

» Seed cross-sectional workshops
and thematic clusters to
encourage collaboration.

» Develop leadership within
Sections to support diversity and
excellence within the Sections.

Support emerging scholars
o & future generations

Sustaining Australia’s national capacity in the humanities and

creative arts depends on the higher education sector’s ability to
provide viable pathways for early- and mid-career researchers (ECRs

Strategies

I Engage with relevant

organisations, such as the

SHAPE Futures (Social Sciences,
Humanities and Arts for People
and Environment) Network, to
establish a program of mentoring,
networking, and professional
development led by Fellows.

Work with schools, universities, the
media and cultural institutions to
support and mobilise future talent
in our fields.

Create new prizes, fellowships,
and other forms of recognition for
scholarly excellence, especially for
emerging scholars.

and MCRs) to thrive, innovate, and lead. The Academy will support
the next generation of humanities leaders through strong advocacy for
career pathways and disciplines, recognition of scholarly excellence, and
targeted professional development programes.

I Provide platforms for ECR and MCR

scholars to shape the Academy’s
work and national debates.

Advocate for the importance
of sustaining a vibrant HASS
(Humanities, Arts and Social
Sciences) workforce.

Contribute to the development
of national workforce planning
strategies through mapping
crucial and emerging humanities
skills essential for the future

workforce.
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6 Ensure organisational &
o financial sustainability

To fulfil its mission, the Academy
must become more self-reliant and
independent. This requires robust
governance, diversified funding, and
greater financial capacity to support
our work. The Academy will build on
initial successes through the creation
of our new “Circle of Champions”
philanthropy initiative to expand
our program of giving beyond the
Fellowship and in support of our
Strategic Objectives.

Strategies

I Utilise the funds raised by our “Circle
of Champions” call to the Fellowship
to seed strategic initiatives, including
the development of our philanthropy
strategy.

I Work with committed volunteer Fellows
to develop a three-year Philanthropy
Plan to lay strong foundations for
philanthropic giving to support strategic
priorities.

I Resource and develop the Secretariat
to meet the priorities of the strategic
plan: to enhance advocacy, media and
strategic engagement, and coordinate
cross-disciplinary communication and
initiatives.

I Resource new opportunities to convene
the Fellowship throughout the year.

I Strengthen operational efficiency, risk
management, and governance capacity.

The Academy’s Values

INDEPENDENCE

We derive our authority
and integrity through
our independence from
government, universities,
commercial and other
interests.

ACADEMIC FREEDOM
AND INTEGRITY

We defend free and critical
inquiry and the right of
researchers to debate
without fear of censorship or
retaliation. In turn, we expect
researchers to approach their
work ethically, with integrity
and rigour.

DIVERSITY AND
EQUALITY

We respect and value diversity,
and we champion the principles
of inclusion within all aspects of
our operations, and across all
aspects of life.




About us

The Australion Academy of the
Humanities is a Fellowship of leading
scholars and practitioners in the
humanities and creative arts. As

a Learned Academy, we convene
expertise, advise governments and
institutions, support emerging scholars,
and lead public discussion on vital
issues for humanity, societies and
cultures. As an independent assembly
of scholars and practitioners, with

no institutional vested interests to
promote other than the importance of
our knowledges and insights, we bring
the methodologies of the humanities
to bear on the defining challenges of
our time — offering context, insight,
meaning, imagination, solutions and
long-term vision.

Contact

POSTAL ADDRESS
GPO Box 93
Canberra ACT 2601 Australia

TELEPHONE
+61[02] 6189 6982

EMAIL
enquiries@humanities.org.au

WEBSITE
humanities.org.au
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