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Program at a glance

Wednesday 13 November 2024

Louie Louie, Verity Lane, Canberra

5.30pm
A Big Dialogue 
The State of the Arts in The Lucky Country — 
Who cares? Why bother?

Thursday 14 November 2024

Marie Reay Teaching Centre, ANU

8.30am Registration opens

9.00am Opening & welcome

9.45am Session one:  
Dream & discontent

11.15am Morning tea

11.45am Session two:  
Home truths & brilliant lies

1.15pm Lunch

2.00pm Session three: Talk & taboo

3.30pm Afternoon tea

4.00pm

Academy Lecture:  
Australians — the aristocrats of Asia? 
Emeritus Professor Louise Edwards FASSA 
FAHA FHKAH

National Museum of Australia

6.00pm Fellows’ Signing Ceremony

6.30pm
Annual Academy Dinner speaker  
Professor Glyn Davis AC FASSA, Secretary, 
Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet

 

Friday 15 November 2024

Marie Reay Teaching Centre, ANU

8.30am Registration opens

9.00am Session four: Open & closed

10.10am Legacies & influences  
Nick Horne

10.30am Morning tea

11.00am Session five:  
Environment, space & place

12.30pm Lunch

1.00pm [During lunch] Book Launch: 
Cambridge Companion to Music in Australia

1.30pm Session six:  
Culture as public good?

3.00pm Afternoon tea

3.00pm

[During afternoon tea]  
Book launches: Meanjin 83.3 Spring 2024 and 
Essays that changed Australia: Meanjin 1940 
to today

3.30pm Session seven:  
Forum: Australian futures

5.00pm Close

Primary Sponsor
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Humanities disciplines and the perspectives 
of humanities scholars have been crucial in 
influencing and evolving Australian society since 
Horne’s book was published. The contribution of 
humanities research is illustrated in the range of 
speakers gathered for this Symposium. Speakers 
who will consider new approaches to address 
inequality and polarisation, reckon with truth-telling 
and our post 2023 Referendum future, and what 
is ‘an Australian voice’. These topics are examples 
of the range of speakers and ideas that will be 
explored. The Symposium is always an opportunity 
to highlight the key role humanities scholars have 
in Australian society – to reflect what is happening 
and reveal new insights. 

I would like to thank Professor Frank Bongiorno 
FAHA and Professor Mark McKenna FAHA and the 
Symposium Committee for their hard work and 
collegiate generosity in convening this year’s 
Symposium. They have worked tirelessly to bring 
together researchers and practitioners from across 
Australia – all with unique and varied perspectives 
on this important topic. 

We hope that you enjoy what is bound to be a rich 
and thought-provoking program.

Professor Stephen Garton AM  
FAHA FRAHS FASSA FRSN

President of the Australian 
Academy of the Humanities

Welcome from the President
On behalf of the Australian Academy of the 
Humanities, we warmly welcome you to the 55th 
Academy Symposium ‘The ideas & ideals of 
Australia: The Lucky Country turns sixty’. 

In hosting our 2024 Symposium in Canberra at ANU, 
we acknowledge and celebrate that we are meeting 
on the traditional lands of the Ngunnawal peoples. 
We recognise their continuing connection to 
Country and traditional knowledge systems which 
are crucial for understanding and improving our 
society. It is also critical, at this forum, we address 
the absence of Indigenous history and culture in 
The Lucky Country, reflecting Stanner’s observation 
in the 1968 Boyer Lectures just four years after 
the book was published that Australians were 
participating in a ‘cult of forgetfulness practiced on 
a national scale’. 

The sixtieth anniversary of the publication of 
Donald Horne’s The Lucky Country provides us 
with an opportunity to undertake a ‘state of the 
nation’ review. Employing the broader view of 
current humanities scholarship to look anew at the 
big questions Horne explored such as Australia’s 
relationship with the United States and with the 
United Kingdom. It is also an opportunity to highlight 
omissions and analyse changes in society since 
1964. Feminism, Indigenous studies, globalisation 
and the end of the White Australian policy to name 
just a few.
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The humanities – conceived as an open, exploratory 
and systematic form of inquiry into what it is that 
makes us human – can help us navigate these 
momentous changes in our nation and the wider 
world. They make for a more civil discourse, an 
openness to ideas that can be shared across 
different kinds of political commitment, and an 
expanded sense of possibility. In the wake of 
the failure of last year’s Voice referendum, the 
humanities might also play a vital role in truth-
telling, and in the daunting task of charting a 
direction for the nation in a post-Voice era. 

It is in the hope of emulating Horne’s intellectual 
openness and boldness that we come together for 
this year’s Academy symposium.

Professor Frank Bongiorno AM  
FAHA FASSA FRHistS

Professor Mark McKenna FAHA

Convenor’s welcome
Sixty years ago, Penguin published a small 
paperback – Donald Horne’s The Lucky Country: 
Australia in the Sixties. It became a bestseller and 
bequeathed the country a new phrase, although 
one often used since in a way that misunderstood 
Horne’s purposes. Horne’s argument was that 
Australia was ‘a lucky country run by second-rate 
people who share its luck’. Are we doing 
better today? 

Six decades on, the Australian Academy of 
Humanities 55th Annual Symposium, ‘The ideas & 
ideals of Australia: The Lucky Country turns sixty’, is 
an opportunity to look at what has changed as well 
as what has survived of the nation Horne sought to 
capture in a couple of hundred pages. Can we still 
contemplate ‘Australia’ with the kind of boldness 
that Horne did in 1964?

We are a more diverse and complex country in a 
world that seems to move at a pace that mocks the 
more leisurely mid-1960s. But our age, no less than 
Horne’s, needs its bold generalisers and its critics. 
In an era when the space for civil and informed 
debate seems to have narrowed, the capacity for 
cool appraisal leavened with warm-heartedness is 
needed more than ever.

Much has changed since 1964 – an immigration 
policy that attracts people from every inhabited 
continent in the world and an increasingly 
multicultural society; the prominence of Indigenous 
Australians in the nation’s day-to-day culture; 
the country’s geopolitical orientation and trading 
networks; the deregulation of the Australian 
economy and globalisation; the decline of the 
two-party system and rise of minor political 
parties and independents; the culture wars; 
the digital revolution; changes wrought by 
feminism; Australia’s involvement in Vietnam, Iraq 
and Afghanistan, and burning issues such as 
decolonisation, environmental protection, human 
rights, and settler Australia’s ongoing difficulty in 
listening to Indigenous voices.

Symposium Convening 
Committee Members

Distinguished Professor Lynette Russell AM 
FRHistS FASSA FAHA 
Professor Emeritus Julianne Schultz AM FAHA 
FRSN
Professor Frederick D’Agostino FAHA 
Emeritus Professor Graeme Turner AO FAHA FQA 
Emeritus Professor Shirley Leitch
Dr Jennifer Gordon
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Wednesday 13 November
A Big Dialogue: The State of the Arts in The Lucky Country –  

Who cares? Why bother?

5.30-7.30pm | Louie, Louie  
Verity Lane, Canberra

The Academy, in association with Australian Dialogues, will present a Big Dialogue on arts policy 
on the eve of our 2024 Symposium.

A panel, moderated by Kelly Burke, arts reporter for The Guardian Australia, including former 
Queensland Minister for the Arts, Ian Walker, University of the Sunshine Coast Creative Industries 
Lecturer, Dr Karen Hands and former Artistic Director at Opera Australia, Lyndon Terracini AM 
OSI, will engage in an in-depth, long-form, enlightening discussion. They will probe issues about 
funding, governance, and sustainability for the Arts sector in Australia, considering questions 
such as; is arts funding a function of the value of the arts? But what is that value? Is it social 
cohesion or personally enriching or a foundation for nation building?

Moderator 

Kelly Burke

Kelly Burke is the Arts 
Reporter at Guardian 
Australia, a role made 
possible with a Balnaves 
Foundation grant. She 
started her media career 
with The Sydney Morning 

Herald in the 1990s and spent almost two 
decades at the paper filling various reporting 
and editorial managing roles. Kelly worked as 
a government media adviser at both state and 
federal levels before joining Guardian Australia 
in 2020.

Speakers

Ian Walker

A lawyer for 35 years, Ian was 
Brisbane Managing Partner 
and National Board member 
of his international firm before 
being elected as a Queensland 
State MP from 2012 - 2017. 
He was appointed Assistant 

Minister for Planning Reform and, subsequently, 
Minister for Science, IT, Innovation, and the Arts. He 
served as a member of the School Council of the 
Anglican Church grammar School (Churchie) and 
as President of the Churchie Foundation. He has 
held positions both at Diocesan and National level 
with the Anglican Church. He was a Trustee of the 
Brisbane Lord Mayor’s Community Trust from 2005-
2010. He has had a long association with the arts, 
having previously chaired the Board of Camerata 
(Qld's Chamber Orchestra), and is now President 
of Queensland Youth Orchestras. He maintains an 
interest in science and innovation, and from 2017-
2020 was a member of the External Engagement 
Board of the Institute of Health and Biomedical 
Innovation within QUT. He is a Life Member of the 
Urban Development Institute of Aust. (Qld) and 
holds the Distinguished Service Award from the 
Federal Liberal Party of Australia. He is currently 
engaged in the McKinnon Institute for Political 
Leadership within Monash University. 
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Wednesday 13 November
A Big Dialogue: The State of the Arts in The Lucky Country –  

Who cares? Why bother?

5.30-7.30pm | Louie, Louie  
Verity Lane, Canberra

Lyndon Terracini AM OSI

Lyndon Terracini was the Artistic 
Director of Opera Australia 
from October 2009 until 
October 2022. He remodelled 
that company to connect to 
a much wider public. During 
that period Opera Australia 

more than doubled its turnover and tripled the 
size of its audience and attained world standard 
performances. During this period artistic and 
financial imperatives worked hand in glove to attain 
consistently outstanding success. His stewardship 
of Northern Rivers Performing Arts (NORPA which he 
founded) and the Queensland Music Festival and 
Brisbane Festival have also been hallmarks of his 
philosophy and success. 

Prior to his work as an Artistic Director and CEO he 
was an internationally acclaimed operatic baritone.

Dr Karen Hands

Karen Hands is a researcher 
and educator with a 
professional background in 
the creative industries. She 
is a lecturer and program 
coordinator of the Bachelor of 
Creative Industries program at 

the University of the Sunshine Coast.

Karen’s research focuses on the political, 
economic and social aspects of the arts and 
creative industries, specifically examining how 
policy shapes the career trajectories of creative/
cultural workers. Her research has been published 
in scholarly journals including the International 
Journal of Cultural Policy, the International Journal 
of Arts Management, and Gender and Education. 
Karen is a Fellow of the Higher Education Academy. 
She has previously held positions at Griffith 
Review, Queensland Writers Centre and Brisbane 
Powerhouse. She has been a peer assessor for 
Creative Australia and Arts Queensland.

Convened by Emeritus 
Professor Frederick D’Agostino 
FAHA

Fred D’Agostino FAHA is Emeritus 
Professor of Humanities at The 
University of Queensland. Before 
his retirement he was President 
of the Academic Board and 

Executive Dean of Arts. He works on the foundations 
of political philosophy and in scientific method. He 
edited The Australasian Journal of Philosophy, the 
journal PPE: Politics, Philosophy and Economics, and 
The Routledge Companion to Social and Political 
Philosophy. He was a UQ Senator, a member of the 
Council of The University of New England, Treasurer 
of the Queensland Academy of Arts and Sciences, 
and Vice-President of the Board of the Australasian 
Association of Philosophy. He came to Australia as a 
skilled migrant in 1978, working initially as a Research 
Fellow in the Research School of Social Sciences 
at the Australian National University, where he was 
supervised by two of the Academy’s Foundation 
Fellows, John Passmore AC and Jack Smart AC. He 
became an Australian citizen in 1994. His books are 
Chomsky’s System of Ideas, Free Public Reason, 
Incommensurability and Commensuration, and 
Naturalizing Epistemology. His current work is 
on the scholarly and scientific disciplines, and 
on the implications of complexity for social and 
political theory.
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Thursday 14 November 2024
Opening & welcome

9.00–9.45am  
Marie Reay Teaching Centre, Australian National University

Welcome to Country
Aunty Violet Sheridan

Senior Ngunnawal elder

Welcome from the Academy

Professor Stephen Garton AM 
FAHA FRAHS FASSA FRSN

President of the Australian 
Academy of the Humanities

Stephen Garton is the current 
President of the Australian 
Academy of the Humanities 
(2023 – onwards). He is 

currently the Principal Advisor to the Vice-
Chancellor at the University of Sydney. He has held 
senior management positions at the University 
for two decades, including Vice-Chancellor 
and President (December 2020 to July 2020), 
Senior Deputy Vice-Chancellor (September 2019 
to December 2020), Provost and Deputy Vice-
Chancellor (2009 to 2019) and Dean of the Faculty of 
Arts (2001 to 2009). Professor Garton is a graduate 
of the University of Sydney (BA) and the University of 
NSW (PhD). He is a Fellow of the Australian Academy 
of the Humanities, the Academy of the Social 
Sciences in Australia, the Royal Australian Historical 
Society and the Royal Society of NSW.

An eminent historian, Stephen’s research expertise 
is in Australian history. He has also published in 
the fields of American and British History. His major 
books provide thought provoking insights into 
areas including the history of medicine, particularly 
psychiatry, social welfare, war veterans and the 
aftermath of war, sexuality and the history of 
higher education.

Welcome from the 
Principal Sponsor

Distinguished Professor 
Genevieve Bell AO FTSE FAHA

Vice-Chancellor and 
President of the Australian 
National University

Genevieve holds a PhD in 
cultural anthropology from 
Stanford University and is a 

renowned anthropologist, technologist, and futurist, 
having spent more than two decades in Silicon 
Valley helping guide Intel's product development 
and social science and design research capabilities. 
She is best known for her work at the intersection of 
cultural practice and technology development and 
for being an important voice in the global debates 
around artificial intelligence and human society.

In 2017, Genevieve returned to Australia and 
established the 3A Institute at ANU, in collaboration 
with CSIRO's Data61, with the mission of building 
a new branch of engineering to take AI-enabled 
cyber-physical systems safely, sustainably and 
responsibly scale. In 2021, she became the inaugural 
Director of the new ANU School of Cybernetics, which 
seeks to establish cybernetics as an important tool 
for navigating major societal transformations.

Genevieve was a Non-Executive Director of the 
Commonwealth Bank of Australia Board (January 
2019-October 2023) and is currently a Member 
of the Prime Minister's National Science and 
Technology Council, Fellow of the Australian 
Academy of Technology and Engineering, Fellow of 
the Australian Academy of the Humanities, Florence 
Violet McKenzie Chair, SRI International Engelbart 
Distinguished Fellow, member of the Center for 
Strategic and International Studies AI Council and 
an Officer of the Order of Australia.
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Thursday 14 November 2024
Opening & welcome

9.00–9.45am  
Marie Reay Teaching Centre, Australian National University 

Welcome from the Convenors

Professor Frank Bongiorno AM 
FAHA FASSA FRHistS

Frank Bongiorno is Professor 
of History at the Australian 
National University and was 
Head of the School of History 
from 2018 until 2021. He is a 
scholar of Australia, whose 
work has explored political, 

labour and cultural histories.

His books include studies of labour politics, of the 
history of sexuality, and of the 1980s. His Dreamers 
and Schemers: A Political History of Australia, 
was awarded 2023 ACT Book of the Year and the 
Australian Political Studies Association’s Henry 
Mayer Book Prize. The second edition of A Little 
History of the Australian Labor Party (co-authored 
with Nick Dyrenfurth) was published in May 2024. He 
is a regular contributor to Australian media.

Frank has previously held academic appointments 
at Griffith University, the University of New England, 
the University of Cambridge and King’s College 
London, and he has served as chair of the Literature 
and History Committee of the New South Wales 
Ministry of the Arts. He was made a Member of the 
Order of Australia in 2019 and is President of the 
Australian Historical Association and the Council for 
the Humanities, Arts and Social Sciences.

Professor Mark McKenna FAHA

Mark McKenna FAHA is 
Emeritus Professor of History 
at the University of Sydney 
and Honorary Professor at the 
National Centre of Biography 
at the ANU. His research has 
ranged across the history 
of Australian republicanism 

and monarchy, Australian biography, histories of 
place and Indigenous history. He is the author of 
several prize-winning books, including Looking for 
Blackfellas’ Point: An Australian History of Place 
(2002), winner of the Douglas Stewart Prize for 
Non-Fiction and Book of the Year in the 2003 NSW 
Premier's Literary Awards; An Eye for Eternity, The 
Life of Manning Clark (2011), winner of the 2012 Prime 
Minister’s Prize for Non Fiction and five other national 
awards; From the Edge: Australia’s Lost Histories 
(2016), winner of the Australian History Prize in the 
2017 NSW History Awards; and Return to Uluru (2021), 
winner of the 2022 Chief Minister’s Northern Territory 
History Book Award and shortlisted for the 2022 
Prime Minister’s prize for Australian History.

He has held several distinguished positions overseas 
at Australian Studies Centres at King’s College 
London (2000), the University of Copenhagen (2006) 
and University College, Dublin (2011). In Australia, he 
was an Australian Research Council QEII Fellow in 
History at the Australian National University (2000-
2005) and an Australian Research Council Future 
Fellow (2012-2015).
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Thursday 14 November 2024
Session one: Dream & discontent

9.45 – 11.15am 
Marie Reay Teaching Centre, Australian National University

Donald Horne published The Lucky Country at a time when that era’s version of the culture wars 
– the cold war confrontation between the West and the Communist world – was beginning to 
give way to concepts such as the ‘quality of life’ and causes and issues such as decolonisation, 
environmental protection and civil rights. Horne’s polemic helped set the terms of debate 
about national identity, but changes in the economy, politics, media, society, and geopolitical 
orientation since have drastically altered the terrain for such discussion. Are there possibilities 
for the reconstruction of community beyond our own century’s rising inequality and perpetual 
culture wars? And what role might the humanities play as a source of inspiration and expertise 
for a more civil discourse and an expanded sense of political possibility?

Emeritus Professor Graeme 
Turner AO FAHA FQA

Graeme Turner AO FAHA FQA is 
Emeritus Professor of Cultural 
Studies at the University of 
Queensland. A former President 
of the Australian Academy 
of the Humanities (2004-
07), founding Director of the 

Centre for Critical and Cultural Studies at the 
University of Queensland (2000-12), a Federation 
Fellow (2006-11), and convenor of the Australian 
Research Council (ARC) Cultural Research Network 
(2006-10), Emeritus Professor Turner is one of the 
leading figures in the humanities in Australia. His 
research has covered a wide range of forms and 
media literature, film, television, radio, new media, 
journalism, and popular culture. He has published 
30 books with national and international academic 
publishers. His most recent book is a 'state of the 
nation' account of Australia's political culture, The 
Shrinking Nation: How we get here and what we can 
do about it, published by UQP in 2023.

Speakers

Professor Emeritus Julianne 
Schultz AM FAHA FRSN

Dr Julianne Schultz AM FAHA 
FRSN is Professor Emeritus of 
Media and Culture at Griffith 
University’s Centre for Social 
and Cultural Research. Her 
acclaimed book, The Idea 

of Australia: A Search for the Soul of the Nation 
is being produced by Blackfella Films as a four-
part series for broadcast by SBS in 2025. She is a 
member of the board of the Sydney Writers Festival 
and writes a regular column for The Guardian.

From 2019–2023 she was the chair of The 
Conversation Media Group the global online news 
and information service based in Melbourne, 
with a global network of academic and media 
collaborators and partners. She was the publisher 
and founding editor of Griffith Review from 2003-
2021, the award-winning literary and current 
affairs quarterly established by Griffith University 
to provide a public intellectual leadership and a 
platform for long-form essays addressing topical 
issues beyond the daily news agenda. She also 
chaired the Australian Film TV and Radio School, the 
reference group for the 2013 National Cultural Policy, 
Qld Design Council and served as a non-executive 
director of the ABC, Copyright Agency, Grattan 
Institute, and The Conversation.
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Thursday 14 November 2024
Session one: Dream & discontent

9.45 – 11.15am 
Marie Reay Teaching Centre, Australian National University

Professor Maree Meredith

Maree Meredith, a proud Bidjara 
woman, currently holds the 
position of Pro Vice-Chancellor 
Indigenous Leadership at the 
University of Canberra. 

Professor Meredith is dedicated 
to advancing diversity, inclusion, 
and outcomes that matter to 

community. She has emerged as a national leader 
in the role of Indigenous peoples, knowledges, 
communities, and cultures in higher education and 
has demonstrated the importance and values of 
inclusive senior Indigenous leadership.

With a deeply held respect for Indigenous culture 
and the importance of consistently engaging with 
communities, Professor Meredith seeks out the 
wisdom, understanding and guidance of local Elders, 
and works closely with Indigenous communities 
at the University, in Canberra and the region. She 
is committed to embedding and celebrating local 
Indigenous heritage, and to building a respectful 
and inclusive community.

Dr Ryan Cropp

Ryan Cropp is the author of 
Donald Horne: A Life in the Lucky 
Country, which won the 2024 
Prime Minister's Literary Award 
for Australian History and was 
shortlisted for the National 
Biography Award and the NSW 

Premier's History Award. He has studied and taught 
history at the University of Sydney. He currently 
works as a reporter in the Canberra press gallery.

Chair

Emeritus Professor 
Shirley Leitch

Shirley Leitch is an 
Emeritus Professor in the 
ANU Australian Studies 
Institute. She was formerly 
Deputy Vice-Chancellor 
(Global Engagement) and 

Dean of the College of Business and Economics 
at the Australian National University.  Her 
research is focused on public discourse 
and change, including science-society 
engagement in relation to controversial 
science and technology. She recently co-
edited the book, Rethinking Social Media and 
Extremism and a further book for ANU Press, 
Because COVID… : Pandemic Responses, 
Rationales and Ruses is currently in press.
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Thursday 14 November 2024
Session two: Home truths & brilliant lies

11.45am-1.15pm 
Marie Reay Teaching Centre, Australian National University

The defeat of the Voice referendum on 14 October 2024 has been the cause of grief among 
many First Nations peoples and millions of others who voted Yes. The referendum result is 
already widely recognised as a landmark in the history of Australia. At the same time, the Voice 
emerged out of a wider call in the ‘Uluru Statement from the Heart’ for Voice, Treaty and Truth, an 
interlinked process with both a long history and a necessary future. This session will examine the 
meaning of the Uluru Statement and the 2023 referendum as part of this longer history, explore 
the role of the humanities in truth-telling, and discuss where the nation might go in the post-
Voice referendum era.

Speakers

Associate Professor Shino 
Konishi FAHA

Shino Konishi FAHA is a 
Yawuru historian and 
Associate Professor in the 
School of Humanities and 
School of Indigenous Studies 
at the University of Western 

Australia. Her research interests include histories 
of exploration, cross-cultural encounter, and 
representations of Indigenous masculinity and 
labour. Her current work explores early collecting 
practices in Western Australia, imperial travellers’ 
observations of Indigenous peoples in Australia, 
New Zealand and South Africa, and methodological 
approaches to Indigenous biography.

Scientia Professor Megan Davis 
FAAL FAHA FASSA

Megan Davis FAAL FAHA 
FASSA is Pro Vice-Chancellor 
Society (PVCS) UNSW Sydney,  
the Balnaves Chair in 
Constitutional Law and Director 
of the Indigenous Law Centre. 

Professor Davis is the 2024-2025 Whitlam Fraser 
Harvard Chair in Australian Studies and a Visiting 
Professor at Harvard Law School. Professor Davis 
was co-chair of the Uluru Dialogue and worked on 
the constitutional recognition of Indigenous peoples 
for over twelve years and was instrumental in the 
Uluru Statement from the Heart.

She is a globally recognised expert in human rights 
and Indigenous peoples rights and was formerly 
expert and Chair of the United Nations Expert 
Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples in 
Geneva and expert member and Chair of the United 
Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues at 
UN headquarters in NY.
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Thursday 14 November 2024
Session two: Home truths & brilliant lies

11.45am-1.15pm 
Marie Reay Teaching Centre, Australian National University

Professor Kate Fullagar FAHA

Kate Fullagar FAHA is professor 
of history in the Institute 
for Humanities and Social 
Sciences, Australian Catholic 
University. She is also Vice 
President of the Australian 
Historical Association. 

Her most recent book is Bennelong & Phillip: A 
History Unravelled (Simon & Schuster, 2023). Kate 
specializes in the history of the eighteenth-century 
world, particularly the British Empire and the many 
Indigenous societies it encountered. She is Lead 
Chief Investigator of an ARC Linkage project with the 
National Portrait Gallery called Facing New Worlds.

Professor Mark McKenna FAHA

Full biography on page 7.

Chair

 Professor Mark Kenny

Mark Kenny is Director 
of the Australian Studies 
Institute at ANU as well 
as being the presenter 
of the weekly political 
podcast, Democracy 
Sausage. A widely 

sought after broadcast analyst, he is a 
former chief political correspondent (Sydney 
Morning Herald and The Age) in the federal 
parliamentary press gallery and served eleven 
years on the board of the National Press Club. 
Kenny writes a weekly column for the ACM 
group and frequently appears in multiple 
other publications including Australian Book 
Review, ABC, Crikey, Quarterly Essay, Meanjin 
and The Conversation. His research interests 
range across democracy, populism, media 
discourses and post-liberalism.
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Thursday 14 November 2024
Session three: Talk & taboo

2.00-3.30pm 
Marie Reay Teaching Centre, Australian National University 

Debate about the nation occurs through language, but the impacts of Australia’s changing 
demographic profile, multicultural ideology and policy, and the reinvigoration of Indigenous 
languages, have shifted the meaning of Australia as one of ‘the English-speaking peoples’, a still 
common formulation when Horne was writing The Lucky Country. This session will explore how 
these changes provided openings for Indigenous languages and cultural resurgence, enabled 
multicultural understandings of what it means to speak with an Australian voice, and drew 
conservative resistance that echoes older assimilationist assumptions about the nation. 

Speakers 

Professor Emeritus Joseph Lo 
Bianco AM FAHA 

Joseph Lo Bianco AM FAHA 
is Professor Emeritus at the 
University of Melbourne and 
International Secretary of 
the Australian Academy of 
the Humanities. Prior to this 

he was Chief Executive of Language Australia Ltd: 
the National Languages and Literacy Institute, 
of which he was the founder. He is a specialist in 
multilingual policy and social conflict/cohesion and 
has been commissioned to advise on language 
policy and literacy planning in South Africa, Hawai’i, 
Italy, New Zealand, Myanmar, Thailand, Malaysia, 
Samoa and other Pacific Island countries, Sri 
Lanka, Ireland, Scotland and Slovenia. He was a 
member of the Australian National Commission for 
UNESCO for 10 years and he previously served as 
Academy President from 2009–2011. He researches 
and advises on language and literacy policy, 
intercultural education and peacebuilding and 
language rights for minority populations in conflict 
affected settings in South East Asia.

Professor James Walker FAHA

James Walker FAHA is Professor 
of Language Diversity and 
Director of the Centre for 
Research in Language Diversity 
at La Trobe University. He is 
internationally recognised for 
his research on phonetic and 

grammatical variation in situations of contact, 
not only varieties of English (in the Caribbean, the 
Canadian province of Quebec and the multilingual 
cities of Toronto and Melbourne) but also Sango 
(Central African Republic), Swedish, regional 
Chinese and Brazilian Portuguese. He has received 
research grants from the US National Science 
Foundation and the Social Sciences and Humanities 
Research Council of Canada.

After receiving his BA (Honours) in Linguistics 
(1989) and MA in Anthropology (1991) at the 
University of Toronto, he worked at IBM Canada 
before undertaking an MA (1995) and PhD (2000) 
in Linguistics at the University of Ottawa. He held 
various positions at York University (Toronto) and 
was promoted to Professor in 2014. In 2017 he 
relocated to La Trobe University, where he was Head 
of the Department of Languages and Linguistics 
until 2020.

Professor Walker is fluent in French, German, 
(Brazilian) Portuguese, Spanish and Swedish and 
has some command of Chinese (Cantonese and 
Mandarin), Greek and Russian.
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Thursday 14 November 2024
Session three: Talk & taboo

2.00-3.30pm 
Marie Reay Teaching Centre, Australian National University

Professor Jakelin Troy FASSA 
MAIATSIS (Online)

Jakelin Troy FASSA MAIATSIS 
leads the Sydney Indigenous 
Research Hub. She is Director, 
Indigenous Research within 
the Deputy Vice-Chancellor 
(Research) Portfolio and 

an academic in the Department of Linguistics 
at Sydney.

Her research interests are currently focussed on 
documenting, describing and reviving Indigenous 
languages. She has a new focus on the Indigenous 
languages of Pakistan, including Saraiki of the 
Punjab and Torwali of Swat. She has two Australian 
Research Council Discovery Projects one with Prof 
John Maynard FAHA on the history of Aboriginal 
missions and reserves in eastern Australia and 
the history of Aboriginal people who were not 
institutionalised. The other is about the practise of 
'corroboree' by Aboriginal people in the 'assimilation 
period' of the mid 20th Century in Australia. She 
is interested in the use of Indigenous research 
methodologies and community engaged research 
practises. Jakelin is an Aboriginal Australian and her 
community is Ngarigu of the Snowy Mountains in 
southeastern Australia.

Associate Professor 
Amanda Laugesen

Amanda Laugesen is a 
historian and lexicographer, 
and is currently director of the 
Australian National Dictionary 
Centre at the ANU. She is Chief 
Editor of the Australian National 

Dictionary: Australian Words and Their Origins, and 
the author of numerous books on Australian and 
US history. Her most recent book is Australia in 100 
Words (2024).

Chair

Professor Kate Burridge 
FAHA

Kate Burridge FAHA is 
Professor of Linguistics 
at Monash University 
and Fellow of both the 

Australian Academy of the Humanities and 
the Academy of Social Sciences in Australia. 
She completed her undergraduate training 
in Linguistics and German at the University of 
Western Australia. This was followed by three 
years postgraduate study at the University of 
London. Kate completed her PhD in 1983 on 
syntactic change in medieval Dutch. She also 
taught at the Polytechnic of Central London 
before joining the Department of Linguistics 
at la Trobe University in 1984. In 2003 she took 
up the Chair of Linguistics in the Linguistics 
Program in the School of Languages, Cultures 
and Linguistics at Monash University.
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Thursday 14 November 2024
Academy Lecture

4.00-5.00pm 
Marie Reay Teaching Centre, Australian National University

Each year, a Fellow is invited by Council to deliver a lecture on their latest research. The Academy 
Lecture is a rich display of the breadth and depth of scholarship in the humanities and the 
impact and imaginative power of this work.

“Australians—the aristocrats 

of Asia”?
Donald Horne dedicated a full chapter of A Lucky 
Country challenging Australians to take Asia 
more seriously. In 1964, Australians clearly needed 
reminding that, rather than being just off the coast 
from Portsmouth, in fact, we were just off the coast 
of Denpasar. In the sixty years since the book’s 
publication, many of Horne’s ideas have been 
adopted. Australians regularly live, work and play 
in Asia. By 2000 we surpassed larger nations in 
Europe and America in teaching Asian Languages 
and Studies. Diverse Asian people now comprise a 
significant proportion of the Australian population. 
Many more Australians have a “real feel for Asia”, to 
borrow Horne’s words. He would likely be heartened 
by each of these developments. But, one of his 
critiques remains unresolved: Australians, he 
declared, played an “aristocratic role” in Asia – “rich, 
self-centred, frivolous, blind”. Despite our celebrated 
egalitarianism we imagined ourselves to be better 
than our neighbours. 

This Academy Lecture explores the challenges 
the remnants of this aristocratic mentality pose 
for Australia at a time when Asia is increasingly 
wealthy, powerful and innovative. It argues that 
dismantling this lingering superior mindset is crucial 
to Australia’s future prosperity, social cohesion and 
capacity to contribute to addressing the global 
challenges ahead.

Emeritus Professor Louise 
Edwards FAHA FASSA FHKAH

Louise Edwards  FAHA FASSA 
FHKAH is Emeritus Scientia 
Professor of Chinese History 
at UNSW, Sydney. She is also 
Honorary Professor at the 
University of Hong Kong’s 

School of Modern Languages and Cultures and the 
University of Technology of Sydney’s Australia-China 
Research Institute and a Senior Advisor to Asialink at 
Melbourne University. In 2022 she was appointed as 
Chair of the Advisory Board to the ANU’s China in the 
World Centre. Her most recent sole-authored books 
include Citizens of Beauty: Drawing Democratic 
Dreams in Republican China (Washington University 
Press, 2020), Women Warriors and Wartime Spies 
of China (Cambridge University Press 2016), and 
Women Politics and Democracy: Women’s Suffrage 
in China (Stanford University Press 2008). She is a 
PhD graduate from Griffith University’s Division of 
Asian and International Studies. Louise served as 
both President and Secretary of the Asian Studies 
Association of Australia and on the executive of the 
Chinese Studies Association of Australia. She uses 
Modern Standard Chinese in her research.

Chair

Professor Stephen Garton 
AM FAHA FRAHS FASSA 
FRSN

Full Biography on page 6
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Thursday 14 November 2024
Fellows Signing Ceremony 

6.00-6.30pm 
Visions Theatre, National Museum of Australia

The Fellows Signing Ceremony is a A 55-year long tradition to officially welcome Fellows.
The Council of the Academy warmly invites Fellows to join them for this official ceremony where 
elected Fellows have the opportunity to add their signatures to the Academy’s historic Charter 
Book, alongside those Fellows elected to the Academy since 1969.
Fellows will also receive their Certificates of Fellowship.

Annual Academy Dinner

6.30-10.00pm  
The Gandel Atrium, National Museum of Australia 

The Annual Academy Dinner is a celebration of the Australian humanities community, Fellowship 
and the Academy itself.
We warmly invite you to join us for our 55th Annual Academy Dinner.
With a dinner address, “In quotation marks – the Australian public intellectual”, by Professor 
Glyn Davis AC FASSA , Secretary, Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet and formal 
presentations of the 2024 Max Crawford Medal and the John Mulvaney Fellowship.

Professor Glyn Davis AC FASSA

Professor Glyn Davis AC is 
the 22nd Secretary of the 
Department of the Prime 
Minister and Cabinet. Prior to his 
appointment, Professor Davis 
served as Chief Executive Officer 
of the Paul Ramsay Foundation, 

Australia's largest charitable foundation with a 
mission to break the cycle of disadvantage.

In his academic life, Professor Davis has served as 
Vice-Chancellor at the University of Melbourne and 
Griffith University and, until recently, as Distinguished 
Professor of Political Science in the Crawford School 
of Public Policy at the Australian National University. 
He remains a Visiting Professor at the Blavatnik 
School of Government, University of Oxford, and 
a Visiting Fellow at Exeter College. He also holds 

visiting professorial appointments at King's College 
London, Manchester University and the Faculty of 
Arts, University of Melbourne.

Professor Davis is a public policy specialist, with 
experience in government and higher education, 
who delivered in 2010 the Boyer Lectures on the 
theme 'The Republic of Learning'. His community 
work includes partnering with Indigenous programs 
in the Goulburn–Murray Valley and Cape York, and 
service on a range of arts boards, including the 
Queensland and Melbourne Theatre Companies. 
In late 2021 he took on the role as Chair of Opera 
Australia.

His most recent book is On Life's Lottery (Hachette, 
2021), an essay on our moral responsibility toward 
those less well off. 
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Friday 15 November 2024
Session four: Open & closed

9.00-10.10am 
Marie Reay Teaching Centre, Australian National University 

Australia of The Lucky Country era has often been recalled as a closed society, in view of the tariff 
wall intended to protect Australian industry and the still prevailing notion of Australia as a ‘white 
nation’. It was also popularly imagined as a ‘man’s country’, its social policy underpinned by the 
male breadwinner and family wage, and its borders protected by a restrictive immigration policy. 
How ‘open’ is Australia today? Should we be more ‘open’? What are the pressures, opportunities 
and vulnerabilities – economic and security – tied up in such considerations? And what of 
Australia’s relationship with Asia? 
In 1995, Prime Minister Paul Keating declared that Australia should seek its security in, not from, 
Asia. In the three decades since, how has Australia’s engagement with Asia matched or departed 
from Keating’s ambition? Topics to be examined include the economy, immigration, the gender 
domains, relations with Asia and the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Speakers 

Professor Marilyn Lake DLitt 
FAHA FASSA AO

Marilyn Lake DLitt FAHA FASSA 
AO Honorary Professorial 
Fellow at the University of 
Melbourne has published 
15 books in Australian and 
transnational history, many of 

them prize-winning including, FAITH: Faith Bandler 
Gentle Activist published by Allen and Unwin in 
2002; Drawing the Global Colour Line: White Men's 
Countries and the Question of Racial Equality co-
authored with Henry Reynolds published jointly by 
Cambridge University Press in the UK and Melbourne 
University Press in 2008; What’s Wrong with ANZAC? 
The Militarisation of Australian History co-authored 
with Joy Damousi AM FASSA FAHA, Mark McKenna 
FAHA and Henry Reynolds FAHA FAHA published 
by NewSouth in 2010; and Progressive New World: 
How Settler Colonialism and TransPacific Exchange 
Shaped American Reform published by Harvard 
University Press in 2019. 

Lake was appointed to a Personal Chair at La 
Trobe University in 1994. She held a Visiting Chair at 
Stockholm University in 1997; the Chair in Australian 
Studies at Harvard University in 2001/2 and a Visiting 
Chair at the University of Maryland in 2009. Between 
2013 and 2016, as ARC Professorial Fellow at the 
University of Melbourne, she convened the lecture/
seminar series ‘Australia in the World’. Between 2010 
and 2014, Lake served two terms as President of the 
Australian Historical Association. 

Emeritus Professor David Vines

David Vines is Emeritus 
Professor of Economics, and 
Emeritus Fellow of Balliol 
College, at Oxford University. He 
is also the Director of the Ethics 
and Economics Programme at 
the Institute for New Economic 

Thinking in the Oxford Martin School, and a Research 
Fellow of the Centre for Economic Policy Research 
in London. 

David obtained a BA in Economics and Mathematics 
from Melbourne University, and an MA and PhD in 
Economics from Cambridge University. Between 
1985 and 1992 he was Adam Smith Professor of 
Political Economy at Glasgow University. From 2008 
to 2012 he was the Research Director of PEGGED, 
a European Union Framework Seven Research 
Programme which studied the European Dimension 
of the Politics and Economics of Global Governance. 

David’s published some of the earliest work on 
inflation targeting in the 1980s, in collaboration 
with Nobel-Prize-winner James Meade. His recent 
publications include Keynes: Useful Economics 
for the World Economy (MIT Press, 2014), written 
jointly with Peter Temin of MIT. He is currently 
writing about cooperation between fiscal and 
monetary policymakers, the reconstruction of 
macroeconomics as an intellectual discipline, 
the history of macroeconomic analysis and 
policymaking in Australia, and global economic 
governance in the new world order. 
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Friday 15 November 2024
Session four: Open & closed

9.00-10.10am 
Marie Raey Teaching Centre, Australian National University

Dr Jennifer Gordon

Dr Jennifer Gordon is an 
Honorary Professor at POLIS: 
the Centre for Social Policy 
Research at the Australian 
National University and a non-
resident fellow at the Lowy 
Institute. Jenny serves on the 

Asian Development Bank Institute’s (ADBI) Advisory 
Committee, and is a non-executive director for 
NCEconomics, part of the Alluvium Group. She has 
recently been a visiting fellow at the Mossavar-
Rahmani Center for Business and Government at 
the Kennedy School at Harvard, and an academic 
visitor at Oxford’s Blavatnik School of Government 
and Business. 

Jenny was a member of the Australian International 
Agricultural Research Centre’s Monitoring, 
Evaluation and Learning Advisory Panel from 2020 
to 2024. In 2023 she served as a co-chair for the 
Taskforce on Peace, Stability and Governance 
for the T7, organised by the ADBI. Jenny was the 
Chief Economist at DFAT from 2019 to 2021, joining 
DFAT from Nous Group, where she was the Chief 
Economist. Jenny spent 10 years with the Australian 
Productivity Commission as Principal Adviser 
(Research) from 2008. From 1995 to 2008 she worked 
at The Centre for International Economics, becoming 
a partner in 2002. Jenny has a PhD in Economics 
from Harvard University and started her professional 
career at the Reserve Bank of Australia.

Chair 

Professor Frederick 
D’Agostino FAHA 

Full biography on page 5.
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Friday 15 November 2024
Legacies & influences
10.10-10.30am 
Marie Reay Teaching Centre, Australian National University

Speaker 

Nick Horne 
Legacies & influences: 
Donald Horne

Nick Horne, son of Donald, 
completed his BA before briefly 
working as a semi-professional 
conga player in an African pop 
band and has driven taxis in 

Sydney for three decades. In 2017 he edited Donald 
Horne: Selected Writings. Like The Lucky Country, he 
turns sixty this year.

What is Donald Horne’s legacy? Surely a writer’s legacy is his work and this paper will take a 
concise look at his writings with particular emphasis on his liberal humanism, pluralism and 
thoughts about social change. In the belief that thoughts don’t spontaneously generate, this 
paper will also examine the forces that shaped Horne. To what extent are the ideas and ideals of 
a person, of a country, up for grabs?

Chair 

Professor Frederick 
D’Agostino FAHA 

Full biography on page 5.
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Emeritus Professor 
Tom Griffiths AO FAHA

Tom Griffiths AO FAHA is 
Emeritus Professor of History 
at the Australian National 
University and Chair of the 
Editorial Board of the Australian 
Dictionary of Biography. His 

books and essays have won prizes in history, 
science, literature, politics and journalism including 
the Douglas Stewart Prize for Non-Fiction, the Ernest 
Scott Prize for History, the Eureka Science Book 
Prize and the Prime Minister’s Prize for Australian 
History. His books include Hunters and Collectors: 
The Antiquarian Imagination in Australia, Forests 
of Ash: An Environmental History, Slicing the 
Silence: Voyaging to Antarctica, Living with Fire 
(with Christine Hansen), and The Art of Time Travel: 
Historians and their Craft. He was foundation 
Director of the Centre for Environmental History at 
the ANU. 

Friday 15 November 2024
Session Five: Environment, space & place

11.00am – 12.30pm 
Marie Reay Teaching Centre, Australian National University

Speakers 

Associate Professor 
Alice Gorman FAHA FSA 
(Online)

Alice Gorman FAHA 
internationally recognised 
leader in the field of space 
archaeology and author of 
the award-winning book Dr 

Space Junk vs the Universe: Archaeology and the 
Future (MIT Press, 2019). Her research focuses on 
the archaeology and heritage of space exploration, 
including space junk, planetary landing sites, off-
earth mining, and space habitats. In 2022, she 
co-directed (with Justin Walsh) an archaeological 
survey on the International Space Station, which 
was the first archaeological fieldwork ever to take 
place outside Earth. She is an Associate Professor 
at Flinders University in Adelaide and a heritage 
consultant with over 30 years’ experience working 
with Indigenous communities in Australia. Gorman 
is also a Vice-Chair of the Global Expert Group 
on Sustainable Lunar Activities, a member of the 
Advisory Council of the Space Industry Association 
of Australia, a Senior Fellow of the American Institute 
of Aeronautics and Astronautics, and an expert 
member of the ICOMOS International Scientific 
Committee for Aerospace Heritage. She is a regular 
contributor to national and international space 
policy, particularly focusing on issues of equity, 
social justice and rights of nature. She was part of 
a collective that drafted the first Declaration of the 
Rights of the Moon in 2021. She also contributed 
to the Vancouver Recommendations on Space 
Mining. Asteroid 551014 Gorman is named after her 
in recognition of her work in establishing space 
archaeology as a field.

Australians of The Lucky Country era were beginning to reimagine their place in the world, and 
even in the cosmos, in the era of space travel. This session will explore the ways available for 
Australians to think about environment, space and place today and their historical background; 
examining space, the planet, the Asia-Pacific region, and the nation as four interconnected levels 
of engagement. As Australia confronts the challenges of climate change, bushfires, floods and 
pandemics, how can the humanities inform solutions to our most pressing problems?
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Friday 15 November 2024
Session Five: Environment, space & place

11.00 – 12.30pm 
Marie Reay Teaching Centre, Australian National University

Dr Lorina L. Barker (Online) 
and Dr Eliza Kent (Online)

Lorina L. Barker is a 
Wangkumarra/Muruwari oral 
historian, filmmaker, storyteller, 
artist, theatre practitioner, 
poet and descendant of the 
Adnyamathanha (Flinders 

Rangers SA), Kooma and Kunja (southwest QLD), 
Barkindji (northwest NSW) and the Wiradjuri (Bogan 
River central west NSW). She uses multimedia 
as part of her research and creative projects to 
transfer knowledge, history and culture onto the 
next generation in mediums that they use and 
are familiar with such as film, short stories, spoken 
word and exhibitions. Lorina is guided by Cultural 
Knowledge Holders/Elders and works in partnership 
with community on Aboriginal-led, designed, 
managed and delivered research and creative 
projects, and define best practice for working with 
Aboriginal communities. Dr Barker is a founding 
member and director of Taragara Research at the 
University of New England.

Eliza Kent is a researcher 
working with Taragara 
Aboriginal Corporation as part 
of Taragara Research at the 
University of New England. She 
has a PhD in History from the 
University of Melbourne and 
has published widely on early 
modern European history. Eliza 

has worked extensively with Aboriginal communities 
throughout her career, both in the University and 
Community sectors. Since 2017 Eliza has worked 
with Lorina on Aboriginal research programs 
at UNE, and since 2020 Eliza has worked as a 
Taragara Researcher.

Chair

Professor Julia Horne

Julia Horne is Professor 
of History and University 
Historian at the University 
of Sydney. She works 
and writes on the history 

and politics of Australian higher education. 
Her books include Australian Universities—A 
conversation about public good, (Public 
and Social Policy Series, Sydney University 
Press, 2022, co-edited with Matthew A.M. 
Thomas), Preserving the past: the University 
of Sydney and the Unified National System 
of Higher Education 1987–96 (Melbourne 
University Publishing, 2017, co-authored with 
Stephen Garton), and Sydney: the making of 
a public university (Miegunyah Press, 2012, 
co-authored with Geoffrey Sherington). She 
is currently working on the post-war Curtin-
Chifley higher education reforms which 
reimagined Australian higher education as 
a national sector. The research project is 
funded by the Australian Research Council 
and is in collaboration with chief investigators 
from the Universities of Sydney, Tasmania 
and Melbourne.

Dr Sarah Pinto

Sarah Pinto is a Senior Lecturer 
in History at Deakin University. 
She is an Australian historian 
with broad research interests, 
including in memory and 
commemoration, the history 
and politics of emotions, and 

the study of place. Sarah is the author of Places of 
Reconciliation: Commemorating Indigenous History 
in the Heart of Melbourne (Melbourne University 
Press, 2021), which won a Victorian Community 
History Award in 2021, and the lead editor of 
Interdisciplinary Unsettlings of Place and Space: 
Conversations, Investigations and Research (with 
Shelley Hannigan, Bernadette Walker-Gibbs and 
Emma Charlton, Springer, 2019).
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Friday 15 November 2024
Book Launch: Cambridge Companion to Music in Australia 

1.00-1.30pm 
Marie Reay Teaching Centre, Australian National University 

Professor Sarah Collins FAHA will launch the Cambridge Companion to Music in Australia edited 
by Dr Amanda Harris FAHA and Professor Clint Bracknell FAHA.

Speaker

Professor Sarah Collins FAHA 

Sarah Collins FAHA is Professor 
of Musicology, Deputy Head 
of School (Research) and 
Chair of Musicology at the 
University of Western Australia 
Conservatorium of Music. 
She has published widely on 

the relationship between music aesthetics and 
broader intellectual and political currents in the 
late-nineteenth and early-twentieth centuries.

Sarah is the author of Lateness and Modernism: 
Untimely Ideas about Music, Literature and Politics 
in Interwar Britain (Cambridge UP, 2019), and The 
Aesthetic Life of Cyril Scott (Boydell, 2013); editor 
of Music and Victorian Liberalism: Composing the 
Liberal Subject (Cambridge UP, 2019); and co-editor 
with Paul Watt and Michael Allis of The Oxford 
Handbook of Music and Intellectual Culture in the 
Nineteenth Century (Oxford UP, 2020).

Sarah has held visiting fellowships at Harvard 
University, the University of Oxford, and Durham 
University, and has received competitive research 
funding from a range of sources including the 
Australian Research Council, the British Academy, 
and the European Commission.

Sarah is currently co-editor of Oxford University 
Press journal Music & Letters, and a member of the 
National Committee of the Musicological Society of 
Australia. In 2019, she was awarded the McCredie 
Musicological Award from the Australian Academy 
of the Humanities, which recognises outstanding 
contribution in musicology by an Australian scholar. 
It is Australia's most prestigious award for the study 
of music. In 2024 Sarah became just the second 
Australian to win the prestigious Dent Medal, which 
recognises a significant contribution to the discipline 
of musicology on an international scale, in the 
history of the prize.

About the book:
Cambridge Companion to Music in Australia, 
edited by Amanda Harris and Clint Bracknell

As a companion to 'music in Australia', rather than 
'Australian music', this book acknowledges the 
complexity and contestation inherent in the term 
'Australia', whilst placing the music of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander people at its very heart. 
This companion emphasizes a diversity of musical 
experiences in the breadth of musical practice that 
flows though Australia, including Indigenous song, 
art music, children's music, jazz, country, popular 
music forms and music that blurs genre boundaries. 
Organised in four themed sections, the chapters 
present the latest research alongside perspectives 
of current creative artists to explore communities 
of practice and music's ongoing entanglements 
between Indigenous and non-Indigenous cultural 
practices, the influence of places near and far, of 
continuity, tradition, adaptation, and change. In the 
final chapter, we pick up where these chapters have 
taken us, asking what is next for music in Australia 
for the future.
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Friday 15 November 2024
Book Launch: Cambridge Companion to Music in Australia 

1.00-1.30pm 
Marie Reay Teaching Centre, Australian National University 

About the editors:

Dr Amanda Harris FAHA

Amanda Harris FAHA is an 
ARC Future Fellow at Sydney 
Conservatorium of Music, 
University of Sydney and 
Director of the Sydney Unit 
of digital archive PARADISEC 
(Pacific and Regional Archive 

for Digital Sources in Endangered Cultures). Amanda 
is a musicologist and cultural historian interested 
in hearing the voices of those often excluded 
from conventional music histories. Her current 
work focuses on histories of musical encounter in 
Australia’s Oceanic location and colonial history. 
She approaches this work through collaborative 
research into present and past musical cultures. 
Amanda’s monograph Representing Australian 
Aboriginal Music and Dance 1930-70, published 
by Bloomsbury Publishing in 2020 was shortlisted 
for the Prime Minister’s Literary Award in Australian 
History. The book Music, Dance and the Archive, 
co-edited with Linda Barwick and Jakelin Troy, was 
published by Sydney University Press in 2022 and 
won the Mander Jones Award for the publication 
making the greatest contribution to the archives 
profession in Australia. Amanda’s current research 
is supported by ARC funding for three projects: the 
Future Fellowship Resonant histories of musical 
encounter in Australia, a collaborative Discovery 
Project Hearing the music of early NSW 1788-1860, 
and a Linkage, Infrastructure, Equipment and 
Facilities (LIEF) Project Modularised cultural heritage 
archives – future-proofing PARADISEC.

Professor Clint Bracknell FAHA

Clint Bracknell FAHA is Professor 
of Music at the University 
of Western Australia, Chair 
of the Australian Institute 
of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Studies, and a 
Chief Investigator of current 

Australian Research Council funded projects. 
Grounded in his Indigenous Noongar region of 
Western Australia’s south, Bracknell leads a program 
of research investigating connections between 
Indigenous language and song revitalisation, 
performance, communication technologies, and 
ecological crisis. He also publishes more broadly 
on popular music in Australia and is frequently 
commissioned to compose music for Australian 
theatre and arts festivals. Bracknell recently co-
translated and composed for the award-winning 
mainstage adaptation of Shakespeare’s Macbeth 
in the endangered Noongar language (Hecate, 
2020). He also co-translated, co-produced, and 
voiced a leading role in the Noongar-dubbed 1970s 
Bruce Lee film Fist of Fury Noongar Daa (2021). Both 
productions were firsts for languages of Australia 
and continue to generate international interest. 
Bracknell was awarded the 2021 Edith Cowan 
University Vice Chancellor’s Research Engagement 
Award and the 2020 John Barrett Award for 
Australian Studies. He presented the 2019 Australian 
Academy of the Humanities Hancock Lecture.
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Friday 15 November 2024
Session Six: Culture as a public good?

1.30-3.00pm 
Marie Reay Teaching Centre, Australian National University 

Culture has long been integral to the national community, and this relationship was being 
reshaped and reinvigorated at the time Donald Horne wrote The Lucky Country. Horne celebrated 
the culture and lifestyle of ordinary Australians while bemoaning the quality of Australia’s elite. 
The 1970s and 1980s witnessed greater investment in the cultural domains, seeing the rise of 
commercial sport as spectacle and the lavish, colourful and contested Bicentenary of 1988. 
The present century, however, has arguably seen a faltering of the idea of culture as a basis of 
national identity, as well as less willingness on the part of the government to fund it. 

How did culture lose some of this purchase as a public good, and how has the idea that it is an 
elite project been so easily politicised to fight culture wars? The session will explore whether the 
project of a national culture is still either possible or desirable, and what role a renovated and 
inclusive concept of culture might play in Australia’s future. 

Speakers

Mr Kim Williams AM

Kim Williams AM has had a 
long involvement in the arts, 
entertainment and media 
industries here and overseas 
and has held various executive 
leadership positions since the 
late 1970s including as Chief 

Executive at each of News Corp Australia, FOXTEL, Fox 
Studios Australia, the Australian Film Commission, 
Southern Star Entertainment and Music Viva 
Australia and also as a senior executive at the ABC.

Kim has also held numerous Board positions (and 
Chairmanships) in commercial and public life over 
more than three decades including as Chairman of 
the Australian Film Finance Corporation (which he 
founded in 1988); Chairman of each of the Sydney 
Symphony Orchestra; Musica Viva Australia; and the 
Sydney Opera House Trust from 2005 until 2013.

He was appointed as a Member of the Order of 
Australia in June 2006 for his services to the arts and 
public policy formulation in the film and television 
industries and received a Doctorate of Letters 
(Honoris Causa) by Macquarie University for his 
contribution to the arts and entertainment industry.

He was appointed in January 2024 by the 
Honourable Anthony Albanese, Prime Minister of 
Australia, as the twentieth Chair of the Australian 
Broadcasting Corporation, with effect from 7 March 
for a five-year term. 

Chair

Honorary Associate 
Professor Esther Anatolitis

Esther Anatolitis is one 
of Australia’s leading 
advocates for arts and 
culture and a respected 

champion of artists’ voices. She is Honorary 
Associate Professor at RMIT School of Art, editor 
of Meanjin, a member of the National Gallery 
of Australia Governing Council, and Co-Chair 
of the Australian Republic Movement. Across 
two decades, Esther’s work in arts and media 
leadership has created transformative change, 
introducing new artistic frameworks to well-
established companies that generate new 
thinking and new work. She has led galleries, 
festivals, publishers, broadcasters, regional 
organisations, national peak bodies and 
advocacy consortia, and has been a bipartisan 
appointee to policy committees at all 
government levels. Her strategic consultancy 
Test Pattern works with arts and government 
bodies across Australia on creative precincts 
and cultural policy. A prolific writer and 
commentator, Esther is the author of Place, 
Practice, Politics, and her anthology Essays that 
Changed Australia: Meanjin 1940 to today is 
published just days before our Symposium. Her 
work is collected at estheranatolitis.net.
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Marie Reay Teaching Centre, Australian National University 

Professor Jacqueline Lo

Jacqueline Lo is Director of 
the new Indo-Pacific Research 
Centre at Murdoch University. 
She is also Honorary Professor 
at the ANU. An internationally 
recognised Humanities 
scholar and pioneer of Asian 

Australian Studies, her work on multiculturalism, 
diaspora and cross-cultural studies has influenced 
academic and policy sectors in Europe, Asia and 
the USA. Jacqueline is a ministerial appointment 
to the Higher Education Standards Panel and 
non-executive director of several not-for-profit 
boards. She is the Founding Chair of the Asian 
Australian Studies Research Network (AASRN) and 
was awarded the Knight of the Academic Palms 
[Chevalier de l'ordre des Palmes Académiques] in 
2014 by the French Government.

Professor Justin O’Connor

Justin O’Connor is Professor 
of Cultural Economy at the 
University of South Australia 
and Visiting Professor at the 
School of Cultural Management, 
Shanghai Jiaotong University. 
Between 2012-18 he was a 

member of the UNESCO ‘Expert Facility’, supporting 
the 2005 Convention on the Protection and 
Promotion of Cultural Diversity. Previously he 
helped set up Manchester’s Creative Industries 
Development Service (CIDS) and has advised cities 
in Europe, Russia, Korea, Vietnam and China. Under 
the UNESCO/EU Technical Assistance Programme 
he has worked with the Ministries of Culture in both 
Mauritius and Samoa. He is currently working with 
the Reset Collective. 

Dr Mathew Trinca AM FAHA

Mathew Trinca AM FAHA is 
Professor of Museum Practice 
at the Australian National 
University and a cultural 
heritage consultant. He was 
formerly the Director of the 
National Museum of Australia 

(2014-24) and is presently the Chair of Blue Shield 
Australia, a Commissioner for Culture and Olympic 
Heritage advising the International Olympic 
Committee, and Deputy Chair of the Australiana 
Fund. He also serves on the boards of the UKARIA 
Cultural Centre and the Canberra Symphony 
Orchestra, and is a member of the Reference Group 
of A New Approach, an independent arts research 
and advocacy organisation. Mathew was elected an 
Honorary Fellow of the Australian Academy of the 
Humanities in 2021.
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Friday 15 November 2024
Two Book Launches: Meanjin 83.3 Spring 2024 and  

Essays that Changed Australia: Meanjin 1940 to today

3.00-3.30pm 
Marie Reay Teaching Centre, Australian National University 

Editor  
Esther Anatolitis

Towards the end of The Lucky Country, Horne 
references Vance Palmer’s ‘Battle’ (Meanjin No.8 
March 1942) and its exhortation to foster the 
wartime and post-war Australian culture that best 
determined ‘not only whether we are to survive as a 
nation, but whether we deserve to survive.’ It’s one of 
twenty impactful pieces presented in the first-ever 
anthology of Meanjin essays, published just days 
before the Symposium. In the latest Meanjin, Frank’s 
‘State of the Nation’ piece offers a timely assessment 
of the Horne legacy for the contemporary reader, 
alongside pieces critically examining this Australian 
moment. Join Esther Anatolitis and Frank Bongiorno 
in launching both books. 

Speakers

Honorary Associate Professor 
Esther Anatolitis

Professor Frank Bongiorno AM 
FAHA FASSA FRHistS
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Friday 15 November 2024
Session seven: Forum — Australian futures

3.30-5.00pm 
Marie Reay Teaching Centre, Australian National University 

In this session, we invite each speaker to imagine what the country looks like in 60 years – 2084. 
What shape and direction will Australia take – demographically, politically, economically, 
culturally and digitally? What position will it occupy in the region? What would ideal and 
dystopian futures look like? What should we be trying to achieve and what do we need to do to 
get there?Clair - add a “Speakers” subheading below? 

Speakers

Dr Liz Allen

Liz Allen is a senior lecturer at 
ANU Centre for Social Policy 
Research. She is a member of 
ANU Council and an advocate 
for inclusive and accessible 
higher education. Liz was 
named among the ABC Top 

5 Humanities and Social Sciences academics in 
Australia in 2018, and a woman to watch by the 
Australian Financial Review in 2023. Liz serves on 
the National Foundation of Australian Women 
Social Policy Committee, and is a regular media 
commentator. Her book, The Future of Us (2020), is 
a call to action to build a stronger Australia through 
fairness and equality.

Distinguished Professor 
Brian Schmidt AC FAA FRS FTSE

Brian Schmidt AC FAA FRS FTSE 
is Distinguished Professor of 
Astronomy at the Australian 
National University. For his work 
on the accelerating universe, 
Brian Schmidt as leader of 

the High-Z SN Search team was awarded the 2011 
Nobel Prize in Physics, jointly with Adam Riess and 
Saul Perlmutter. Schmidt has worked across many 
areas of Astronomy including studying supernovae, 
gamma ray bursts, gravitational wave transients, 
exo-planets, and metal poor stars. Brian completed 
joint undergraduate degrees in astronomy and 
physics at the University of Arizona (1989), an 
astronomy master’s degree (1992) and PhD (1993) 
from Harvard University. After a postdoctoral 
fellowship at the Harvard-Smithsonian Center 
for Astrophysics, Brian Schmidt joined the staff of 
the Australian National University in 1995. In 2000 
Schmidt was awarded the Australian Government’s 
inaugural Malcolm McIntosh award for achievement 
in the Physical Sciences, in 2006 he was jointly 
awarded the Shaw Prize for Astronomy, and shared 
the 2007 Gruber Prize for Cosmology and 2014 
Breakthrough Prize in Physics with his High-Z SN 
Search Team colleagues. He served as the 12th Vice 
Chancellor and President of the Australia National 
University from 2016-2023.
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3.30-5.00pm 
Marie Reay Teaching Centre, Australian National University 

June Oscar AO

June Oscar AO is a proud 
Bunuba woman from the 
remote town of Fitzroy 
Crossing in Western Australia’s 
Kimberley region.

June is an international 
advocate for First Nations social justice 
and women’s issues, and the impacts of 
intergenerational trauma and the need to restore 
societal wellbeing through the revitalization of 
cultural practices, languages and connection to 
land and water. She has worked tirelessly to reduce 
Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD) and led a 
successful community driven campaign for alcohol 
restrictions in Fitzroy Crossing.

June has held a raft of influential positions including 
Deputy Director of the Kimberley Land Council, 
Chair of the Kimberley Language Resource Centre 
and Chief Investigator with WA’s Lililwan Project 
addressing FASD.

In 2013 June was awarded an Officer of the Order of 
Australia for distinguished service to the Indigenous 
community of Western Australia, particularly 
through health and social welfare programs. In 2015, 
June received the Menzies School of Health Research 
Medallion for her work with FASD. In 2016, she was the 
recipient of the Desmond Tutu Global Reconciliation 
Award, she was named NAIDOC person of the year 
in 2018, and in 2019 she was bestowed the honorary 
role of a Distinguished Fellow of ANZSOG. 

In April 2024, June completed her seven-year term 
as Australia’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Social Justice Commissioner. As Commissioner 
she published the landmark Wiyi Yani U Thangani 
(Women’s Voices) Report. In March 2024, June 
launched the Wiyi Yani U Thangani Institute for First 
Nations Gender Justice, based at the Australian 
National University. The Institute, a global first, will 
continue the vital work of Wiyi Yani U Thangani and 
advance and respond to the rights and aspirations 
of First Nations women and girls, inclusive of cis and 
trans women and gender diverse mob.

Chair

Professor Stephen Garton 
AM FAHA FRAHS FASSA 
FRSN

Full Biography on page 6

Emeritus Professor Libby Robin 
FAHA

Libby Robin FAHA is an historian 
of science and environmental 
ideas whose work includes the 
role of museums in exploring 
global change. Her latest book 
is What Birdo is That? A Field 

Guide to Bird People (2023, Melbourne University 
Publishing). She is Emeritus Professor at the Fenner 
School of Environment and Society at the Australian 
National University, Fellow of the Australian Academy 
of Humanities. Libby is now working on a book about 
restoration ecology in Anthropocene times, and the 
future of conservation.
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Secret police files as life writing, or how the Stasi made 
writers into ‘enemies of the state’.

Registration: This event is free but bookings are essential. 

Thursday 28 November 2024
2024 Triebel Lecture 

5.30pm, 28 November 2024 
Abercrombie Building (H70), University of Sydney, NSW 2008

With the collapse of Eastern European communism 
an unlikely new resource emerged from the archives 
of the Cold War: the classified secret police file. Unlike 
in Australia where ASIO files are declassified after 
several decades, in Eastern Europe the secret police 
files of the defunct communist regimes were opened 
to select members of the public almost immediately. 

In reunified Germany the files of the Ministry for 
State Security (Stasi) of its communist twin state, 
the German Democratic Republic, have been key 
instruments for lustration and transitional justice 
as well as personal memory. Above all, they are 
crucial to truth-telling, indispensable for exposing 
collaborators and hearing the stories of victims, 
many of whom were writers and cultural producers. In 
light of this, researchers have for some time argued 
for reading secret police files as forms of life writing, 
as ‘arresting biographies’ (Vatulescu) compiled to 
arrest suspects or as ‘hostile biographies’ (Lewis). 
In this lecture I expand on this idea of the files as 
life writing by exploring dominant technologies of 
surveillance used by the Stasi against intellectuals 
such as photographic and human-to-human 
surveillance. Using a range of examples, I argue 
that Stasi files were a unique kind of secret political-
bureaucratic life writing that not only captured 
masses of raw data on suspects but also turned the 
latter, mostly against their will, into likely enemies of 
the state. 

The Stasi mobilised cultural techniques of biography 
and portraiture in their blanket gathering of 
intelligence but also in their hybristic efforts to 
‘play God’ in people’s lives (Wolf Biermann). This 
is most in evidence in the Stasi’s efforts to script 
major life events ranging from marital breakdown, 
heart attacks, professional failure and forced exile. 
In addition, I undercover how these portraits of 
state enemies acquired a life of their own through 
the Stasi’s elaborate administrative procedures, 
guidelines and record-keeping processes that 
are testament to the ministry’s quest to be a 
modern bureaucracy.

Hosted by the Academy of the Humanities and 
the School of Languages and Cultures at the 
University of Sydney as part of the Languages 
and Cultures Network for Australian Universities 
(LCNAU) Colloquium.

Emerita Professor Alison Lewis 
FAHA

Alison Lewis FAHA is Professor 
of German at the University 
of Melbourne in the School of 
Languages and Linguistics. 
She has made a distinguished 
contribution to German Studies 

in Australia. She has published four monographs 
to critical international acclaim and a fifth is 
forthcoming on secret police informers and the 
culture of surveillance in the GDR. Her first book on 
East German writer Irmtraud Morgner was recently 
described by one British scholar as “the most 
important feminist reading of Morgner”. Her second 
book on literature and the secret police, Die Kunst 
des Verrats (2003) was reviewed positively in the 
German daily Die Franfurter Allgemeine Zeitung.

Alison is a fellow of the Alexander von Humbolt 
Foundation and has published in leading academic 
journals in the USA, Canada, UK and Germany in the 
fields of eighteenth and twentieth-century German 
literature, unification studies, cultural studies and 
gender studies.

Her contributions span authors such as Heinrich 
von Kleist, Martin Walser, Monika Maron, Irmtraud 
Morgner, Christa Wolf, Birgit Vanderbeke and Brigitte 
Burmeister and touch on issues of history, memory 
and politics, gender and the body, trauma, auto/
biography, intellectuals, the Cold War history and 
the Stasi. She publishes in English and German.

Scan to register.
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