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President’s
Foreword

In a year shaped by great uncertainty, the Academy
has committed to being a forceful critic of the policies
and practices harming our sector, a vital force for
proclaiming the importance and significance of

the humanities and a forum for celebrating the
achievements of our Fellows.

Across the broader humanities sector, uncertainty
persisted. From funding cuts at Australian universities
to growing insecurity and hostility internationally, our
colleagues continue to face substantial pressures. As
President, | have spent considerable time engaging
with Fellows — including our Corresponding Fellows
— listening to concerns about the state of the
humanities both nationally and globally.

In late 2024, | joined the Presidents of the other
Learned Academies, through the Australian Council of
Learned Academies (ACOLA), to condemn proposed
funding cuts to New Zealand’s Marsden Fund.

Under a new directive, the fund ceased supporting
humanities and social sciences, favouring a narrow
focus on “core science.” This represents a troubling
devaluation of the humanities’ essential role in
understanding the world.

The 2025 Federal Election saw the return of the Labor
Government, which introduced important reforms

in tertiary education, including the establishment of
the interim Australian Tertiary Education Commission
(ATEC). Distinguished Professor Larissa Behrendt AO
FAHA FASSA FAAL was appointed Interim First Nations
Commissioner, alongside Professor Mary O’Kane

AC (Chief Commissioner) and Professor Barney
Glover AO (Jobs and Skills Australia Commissioner).
ATEC now faces the challenge of designing a more
equitable, sustainable higher education system for all
Australians. We have been in active conversation with
ATEC to alert them to the dangerous loss of sovereign
capability arising from the course cuts, closures

and restructuring of many humanities subjects and
disciplines currently underway.

Our Election Statement, Backing Australian Thinking,
highlighted how “market forces” have come to
dominate research and education decisions,
undermining Australia’s sovereign capacity to
understand society and culture. We have called for
ATEC to monitor this trend and for the repeal of the
Job-Ready Graduates Package, which increased
student contributions for humanities degrees by
117%. We also advocated for social and cultural
expertise to be added to the National Science and
Technology Council.

As we approach the conclusion of our 2020-2025
Strategic Plan, we reflect on initiatives led by
former Presidents Professor Joy Damousi AM FAHA
FASSA and Professor Emerita Lesley Head FAHA

FASSA, including efforts to build a more diverse
Fellowship, increase national engagement, and
advance reconciliation.

Over the past year, | have valued the opportunity to
meet with Fellows across Australia. In November 2024,
Heads of Section and Council gathered to discuss
strategic priorities, followed by wide consultation —
with nearly 500 contributing to surveys and meetings
as we develop the Academy’s new strategic plan. We
look forward to the 2025 Annual Academy Dinner in
Sydney this November.

Our Governance Review Committee continued its
important work in 2024, culminating in approved
amendments to our Royal Charter and By-Laws in May
2025. | extend my sincere thanks to the Committee

— chaired by Emeritus Professor Fred D'Agostino
FAHA — for their thoughtful and considered leadership
throughout this process.

The Academy’s philanthropic initiatives, led by Past
President Emeritus Professor Malcolm Gillies AM FAHA,
represent our Academy’s strategic goal to diversify our
funding sources, and to ensure the sustainability of
the Academy now and into the future. We do not have
to look far to see the importance of independence. |
thank Malcolm for his dedicated efforts over the past
twelve months.

I would also like to acknowledge and thank our Council
members for approaching their responsibilities

with integrity, diligence, and enthusiasm. This year
marks the final year of service for Professor Emerita
Elizabeth Minchin FAHA as Honorary Secretary.
Elected to Council in 2014, Elizabeth has made an
outstanding contribution to the Academy over

more than a decade. We are pleased that she will
continue to support the Executive as a formal Advisor,
assisting with the smooth transition of knowledge and
responsibilities to her successor.

Additionally, the terms of Emeritus Professor Fred
D’Agostino FAHA, Emerita Professor Joanne
Tompkins FAHA, and Professor Victoria Haskins
FAHA conclude this year. We thank them sincerely
for their contributions. Fortunately, we look forward
to welcoming Joanne back in a new capacity as
Honorary Secretary, filling Elizabeth’s position.

Finally, | express my deep gratitude to our dedicated
Secretariat. Their ongoing commitment has been vital
in advancing the Academy’s strategic goals, research
programs, member services, and daily operations..

Professor Stephen Garton
AM FAHA FRAHS FASSA FRSN
President
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Executive Director’s

Report

It is my privilege to present this report on behalf of

the Secretariat of the Australian Academy of the
Humanities for the 2024-25 year. This has been a year
of both challenge and momentum, one in which the
Academy has continued to advance its mission to
champion the humanities in Australia and beyond.

Advancing our purpose

The Academy’s purpose is clear: to ensure the
humanities in Australia thrive and excel. Despite

the challenges facing our sector, the Academy has
continued to speak with a strong and independent
voice on the necessity of the humanities in a
sustainable tertiary education sector and in national
research priorities. Through our Election Statement
Backing Australian Thinking, our submissions to
government reviews, and our work with the other
Learned Academies through ACOLA, we have
sought to ensure that cultural and social expertise is
recognised as a sovereign capability.

We have continued to warn against the erosion of
humanities knowledge in Australia’s universities —

a decline that undermines our national ability to
understand ourselves, our neighbours, and the wider
world. Our engagement with the interim Australian
Tertiary Education Commission (ATEC), the Universities
Accord process, and the Strategic Examination of
Research and Development reflects our determination
to influence long-term systemic reform.

Celebrating excellence & nurturing talent

The Academy exists to celebrate and support
excellence in the humanities across the career
spectrum. This year we were proud to welcome

29 new Fellows, seven Honorary Fellows, and five
Corresponding Fellows, each of whom exemplifies the
vibrancy and relevance of the humanities today.

We also celebrated the achievements of outstanding
early- and mid-career scholars through our awards
and fellowships program. Highlights included the
awarding of the Max Crawford Medal to Dr Olga
Boichak, the John Mulvaney Fellowship to Dr Jacob
Prehn, and the Medal for Excellence in Translation

to Stephanie Smee. These awards, alongside our
Publication Subsidy and Humanities Travelling
Fellowship schemes, provide crucial support to the
next generation of humanities researchers.

Promoting ideas and influence

Our 55th Annual Symposium, The ideas and ideals of
Australia: the Lucky Country turns sixty, was a major
highlight. Convened by Professors Frank Bongiorno

FAHA FASSA FRHistS and Mark McKenna FAHA,

the Symposium offered a profound exploration of
Australia’s culture, politics, and society sixty years
after Donald Horne's landmark book. The event
attracted significant public and media attention,
reinforcing the Academy’s role as a convener of big
ideas and public conversation.

Over the course of the year, the Academy’s newsroom
and digital channels grew substantially, with website
traffic rising by almost 40% and new audiences
engaging through Linkedin and Bluesky. These
platforms have amplified Fellows’ voices, profiled
emerging scholars, and ensured that humanities
expertise and perspectives contribute to matters of
national importance.

Looking ahead

This year marks the conclusion of the Academy’s
2020-25 strategic Plan. Wide consultation with
Fellows, including nearly 500 contributions through
surveys and meetings, has shaped the development
of our next strategy. Fellows' insights are clear: the
Academy must continue to lead national advocacy,
foster an inclusive and diverse Fellowship, expand our
international engagement, and ensure that future
generations of scholars can thrive.

It has been a great pleasure to work with the
Academy’s Past President, Emeritus Professor
Malcolm Gillies AM FAHA on shaping the Academy’s
philanthropic initiative. At the 2025 Academy Dinner
in Sydney, we unveiled the Academy’s Circle of
Champions — 36 Fellows who have pledged to ensure
the viability and independence of the Academy. As
Executive Director, | look forward to working with our
Circle of Champions over the coming years to foster
and grow the Australian humanities.

As we look ahead to the Academy’s next chapter, |
extend my sincere thanks to our President Professor
Stephen Garton FAHA FASSA, our Council, and our
dedicated Secretariat team - Sam Tutton, Abra
Pressler, Sophie Chessell, Zoe Vaughan, Dr Kylie
Brass, Shane Breynard and Dr Jon Lane. Their
commitment, creativity, and collegiality make
possible all that we achieve together.

The humanities are essential to Australia’s future.
By sustaining knowledge, nurturing talent, and
championing ideas, the Academy will continue to
ensure that human understanding, creativity, and
ethical reflection are central to national life.

Inga Davis
Executive Director
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Preserving and advancing
humanities knowledge

“Our purpose remains clear and
determined: to ensure the humanities
in Australia thrive and excel, because we

believe a better future for all humans
depends on ethical, historical, creative
and cultural knowledge and expertise.”

Professor Stephen Garton AM FAHA.




SUSTAINING THE HUMANITIES

During 2024-25 the Academy undertook a range

of initiatives that involved significant engagement,
domestically and internationally, with diverse
stakeholders in government, universities, business,
community, and the GLAM sector. Much was
achieved to advance the priorities of the Academy
and Australian humanities, including advocacy
relating to the Universities Accord process and in the
lead up to the 2025 Federal Election.

Election advocacy

This year also saw significant further challenges

to the humanities within the university sector, with
several universities cutting staff, resources, courses
and research centres to make up financial shortfalls.
The Academy has advocated strenuously against
these cuts, with our 2025 Election Statement urging
the government to take steps to preserve Australia’s
sovereign knowledge capability and ‘back Australian
thinking.’

The Election Statement built on the Academy’s
earlier advocacy through the Universities Accord
process, calling on the next Government to:

. Repeal the Jobs Ready Graduates (JRG) Policy
which has seen many humanities students face
exorbitant fees since its introduction in 2021;

2. Ensure that the Australian Tertiary Education
Commission (ATEC), in order to inform national
coordination and planning, takes a strategic
role, independent of universities, in considering
the state of the disciplines, and;

3. Amend the Terms of Reference for the National
Science and Technology Council (NSTC) to
incorporate social and cultural expertise,
alongside scientific expertise.

The interim Australian Tertiary Education
Commission (ATEC) was established after the
Federal Election. Distinguished Professor Larissa
Behrendt AO FAHA FASSA was named as interim
First Nations Commissioner, to work alongside
Professor Mary O’Kane AC as interim Chief
Commissioner, and Professor Barney Glover AO,
the Commissioner for Jobs and Skills Australia
Commissioner.

The Academy will continue to engage with ATEC, to
advocate it takes a strategic role in recognising that
cultural and social expertise needs to be sustained
as a sovereign capability The priorities outlined in
the Election Statement are key to sustaining the
humanities in Australia.
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The factsheets, developed to complement the Election
Statement, focused on the failures of the Job-ready Graduates
Package and Australia’s declining Asia knowledge capability.
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Photographs from Fellows Dinners hosted in Melbourne, Canberra, Brisbane and Sydney (clockwise from top left).

Public Humanities

Academy colleagues have joined international
peers in supporting a new journal Public Humanities
published by Cambridge University Press with the
aim of “creating a venue for sharing knowledge
about the intersections of humanities scholarship
and public life”. Professor Julia Kindt FAHA is on the
Editorial Board and Executive Director, Inga Davis

is on the Advisory Board. The journal published

its first issue in January 2025 and brings together
policy makers, journalists, teachers, students and
scholars in an Open Access forum that highlights
the value of the humanities as a practical and
intellectual endeavour.

Fellows Meet-ups

Across 2025, the Academy hosted a number of
state-based Fellows meet-ups. These informal
dinners allowed Fellows to network and consider
the direction of our next strategic plan. The events
were attended by over 100 Fellows in the first half of
2025 across Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane, Adelaide
and Perth.

Philanthropy

Philanthropic strategies, led by Past President

Emeritus Professor Malcolm Gillies AM FAHA, sought

to meet the Academy’s objective to building a

sustainable and innovative organisation through the
diversification of income sources, and grow the work

of the Academy.

In 2025, the Academy welcomed Fellows to join a
philanthropic community, which would generate
and allocate philanthropic funds to strategic
humanities projects over the coming years. This
community, the Academy’s Circle of Champions,
was launched at the 2025 Annual Academy
Dinner. More information is available on the

Academy website.
DEVELOPING EARLY-CAREER SCHOLARS

As part of our objective to advance humanities
knowledge the Academy nurtures and supports
researchers in the earlier stages of their careers.
The health and sustainability of future humanities
scholarship in Australia is fostered through our
support for the ambitions of early and mid-career
(EMCR) humanities scholars.

These activities include our grants and awards
programs, our annual Symposium and named
lectures. The Academy also promotes the

interests of early career scholars through policy
and advocacy, including this year through its
submissions to the Australian Research Council’s
review of the National Competitive Grants Program
(NCGP), and support for the SHAPE Futures

EMCR Network.
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President of FP, Moetai Brotherson (centre front) with the delegation of visiting Australian academics; Professor Véronique Duché FAHA (3rd

step, second from right).

AUSTRALIAN HUMANITIES - GLOBAL CONNECTIONS

French Polynesia

In February 2025, Professor Véronique Duché FAHA
served as the Academy’s representative on a French
Embassy-sponsored delegation to French Polynesia.
The visit fostered connections between Polynesian
stakeholders and Australian academics in science
education. The delegation met with several
ministers and visited major research institutions

in French Polynesia, and a second delegation is
planned for the latter part of 2025.

Romania

On the 27 February, the Academy co-hosted,

in partnership with the Australion Academy of
Science, His Excellency Mr Radu Safta, the Romanian
Ambassador, and Professor Mircea Dumitru, the
Vice-President of the Romanian Academy for a
roundtable chaired by Professor Lyn Beazley AO FAA
FSTE. The roundtable was also attended by Honorary
Secretary Professor Emerita Elizabeth Minchin FAHA,
Professor Garrett Cullity FAHA and Professor Alan
Hajek FAHA.

Academy Fellows joined a roundtable with the Romanian Ambassador, and Vice-President of the Romanian Academy, hosted at the
Australian Academy of Science.
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Australian Academy of the Humanities President, Professor Stephen Garton AM FAHA signs the Memorandum of Understanding between
the AAH and CASS, with Professor Yu Xinhua.

People’s Republic of China

The Annual Symposium of the Australian Academy
of the Humanities and the Chinese Academy of

the Social Sciences (CASS) was hosted by the AAH

in Sydney on 2-3 September 2024. Convened by
Emeritus Professor Joseph Lo Bianco AM FAHA FACE,
the theme “Population and culture in nation building’
was explored through a diverse range of papers.

Delegates representing the Academy included
Emeritus Professor David Walker AM FAHA FASSA,
Professor Jon Von Kowallis FAHA FRAS, Professor
Binggqin Li, and Professor Neil Argent.

Held at the NSW State Library, the three-day
symposium included a tour of the State Library of
New South Wales archives and Hancock Lecture
delivered by Dr Nathan Gardner on 3 September
2024.

The symposium was supported by a grant from the
National Foundation for Australia-China Relations,

: > Professor Bingqin Li and Emeritus Professor Louise Edwards FAHA
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. FASSA FHKAH. Professor Neil Argent in background.

Professor Stephen Garton AM FAHA signed a
renewed Memorandum of Understanding alongside
Professor Yu Xinhua from CASS, confirming a

shared intent to continue the bilateral research

and educational exchanges between the two
Academies. Presentation summaries were published

on the Academy website.
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2025 Charter Book Signing Ceremony. Back row, from left to right: Academy President Professor Stephen Garton AM FAHA, Professor Heather
Horst FAHA (in front), Dr Graeme Miles FAHA, Associate Professor Amanda Harris FAHA, Professor Catharine Coleborne FASSA FSRN SFHEA
FAHA, Professor Helena Grehan FAHA, Professor Megan Cassidy-Welch FRHistS FAHA, Professor llana Mushin FAHA, Professor Wayne Hudson
FAHA, Professor | Wayan Arka FASSA FAHA, Distinguished Professor Jill Wigglesworth, Professor Emerita Elizabeth Minchin FAHA. Front row,
from left to right: Dr Caroline Turner AM FRSA FAHA, Professor Neal Peres Da Costa FAHA, Professor Axel Bruns FQA ICA FAHA, Professor
Mathew Trinca AM FAHA, Professor Kate Fullagar FAHA, Professor Sarah Biddulph FAHA, Honorary Professor Bronwen Douglas FAHA, Associate

Professor Katie Sutton FAHA.

WELCOMING OUR NEW FELLOWS

In November 2024, we were delighted to welcome 29
Fellows into the Academy. New Fellows are elected
by their peers in recognition of the excellence and
impact of their work.

These scholars represented diverse fields, including
leading digital media technologies, philosophy and
ethics, Australian performance art and theatre,
history, law, literary cultures past and present,
archaeology, and critical Indigenous Studies.

Five scholars were elected as Corresponding Fellows,
with expertise in Australian literary studies, digital
humanities, Asian history, linguistics and Islamic
Studies. These Fellows expand the Academy’s globall
community and reside variously in New York, Hong
Kong, Oxford, Munich and Taiwan.

The Academy recognised outstanding contributions
in the public humanities, and this year elected 7
Honorary Fellows. These were social justice advocate
Ms Patricia Anderson AO FAHA, museum leader Dr
Michael Brand FAHA, poet and scholar Professor
Sarah Holland-Batt FAHA FQA GAICD SFHEA,

dancer and choreographer Ms Dalisa Pigram

FAHA, performance artist Stelarc FAHA, and theatre
director Dr Rachael Swain FAHA, activist and
language preservation contributor Mr Gary Williams
FAHA.

‘Fellows elected to the Academy are
exemplary leaders working in critical spaces
where Australia needs to be — building our
understanding of Asia and the Pacific, truth-
telling and shedding light on a shared history
and shaping our national artistic and cultural
identity.’

-Professor Stephen Garton FAHA

GOVERNING THE ACADEMY
Council

The Australian Academy of the Humanities is
governed by an 11-member Council, elected by the
Fellowship, whose responsibility includes setting the
strategic direction of the Academy and ensuring

its sustainability.

At the 2024 Annual General Meeting, the Academy’s
International Secretary Emeritus Professor Joseph Lo
Bianco AM FAHA completed his term on Council.

As a past president of the Academy, as well

as international secretary, the Academy has
benefited immeasurably from Professor Lo Bianco’s
talents, expertise, efforts, energy and networks. As
International Secretary, he has worked tirelessly,
convening stimulating symposia, initiating and
contributing to our international research programs
on China and Indonesia, and progressing our
Bilaterial relationship with the Chinese Academy of
Social Sciences (CASS), which resulted in the 2024
signing of a new Memorandum of Understanding.
Professor Lo Bianco’s capacity to develop multi-
lateral relationships and agenda, drawing threads
across disciplines, has been masterful. We continue
to benefit from Professor Lo Bianco’s contributions to
various programs.

Also at the 2024 AGM, the Council welcomed the
election of Professor Véronique Duché FAHA, the
A.R. Chisholm Professor of French at the University
of Melbourne.

In March 2025, Professor Duché was appointed
International Secretary. Professor Duché brings

a wealth of experience to this position, with
long-standing research collaborations with
overseas colleagues and institutions, as well as
several international academic associations. She

is the Vice President of the Institute for the Study

of French-Australian relations (ISFAR), and a past
president of the Australian Society for French Studies
(ASFs), and has worked on transdisciplinary projects
across Asia, the Pacific, and Europe.
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Professor Joe Lo Bianco FAHA speaks on Asia Capability
at the Foundation for Australian Studies in China
conference in October 2024.

In March 2025, Emeritus Professor Joanne Tompkins
FAHA was elected into the position of second Vice-
President, alongside Professor Emerita Elizabeth
Minchin FAHA.

Sections

In our 55-year history, the Academy has been
served by a range Fellows who have taken on the
critical role of “Section Head” to guide disciplinary
and electoral matters. Their role convenes
knowledge and collegiality amongst peers.

In 2024, the following Section Heads completed their
terms: Professor Sandra Wilson FAHA FRHistS (Asian
Studies), Professor Daniel Anlezark FAHA (English),
Emeritus Professor Pam Peters FAHA (Linguistics),
and)Emeritus Professor Linda Barwick AM FAHA (The
Arts).

We welcomed new Section Heads:

- Associate Professor Michael Barr FAHA
(Asian Studies)

«  Professor Helen Groth FAHA (English)
«  Professor Lesley Stirling FAHA (Linguistics)

- Distinguished Professor Peter McNeil FAHA
(The Arts)

They join current Section Heads: Emeritus Professor
David Frankel FAHA (Archaeology), Professor
Julia Kindt FAHA (Classical Studies), Distinguished
Professor Julian Thomas FAHA (Cultural &
Communications Studies), Professor Yixu Lu FAHA
(European Languages & Cultures), Professor Susan
Broombhall FAHA (History), Associate Professor
shino Konishi FAHA (Indigenous Studies), Professor
Garrett Cullity FAHA FASSA (Philosophy & the
History of Ideas), and Professor Bronwen Neil FAHA
(Religion).

Governance Review

Council established a Governance Review
Committee in 2023 to address the strategic priority
to review the Academy’s governance arrangements.
The Committee has been Chaired by Emeritus
Professor Fred D’Agostino FAHA and includes
Emeritus Professor Lesley Head FAHA FASSA and
Emeritus Professor Joanne Tompkins FAHA. Their
major program of work in the reporting period was a
wide-reaching review of our Royal Charter and By-
Laws, with consultation across the Fellowship.

On 20 November 2024 the Fellowship of the
Academy voted to accept changes to modernise
our Royal Charter and By-Laws, and the documents
were endorsed by the Governor-General Her
Excellency the Honourable Ms Sam Mostyn AC on
27 March 2025.

Policy Committee

Other major Council initiatives in 2024-25 included
the establishment of a Policy Committee, with
Professor Emerita Susan Dodds FAHA as Policy
Lead. The committee advises on the Academy’s
policy strategy and supports the Academy’s
engagement with government, universities and the
wider research communities. Current committee
members are:

- Professor Katherine Bode FAHA

«  Professor Gerard Goggin FAHA

- Adjunct Professor Craig Ritchie FAHA
+  Professor Mathew Trinca AM FAHA

«  Emeritus Professor Graeme Turner AO FAHA
QCA

« Associate Professor Alice Gorman FAHA
+  Professor Greg Hainge FAHA.

We acknowledge past committee members,
Distinguished Professor Ingrid Piller FAHA and
Professor Catharine Coleborne FAHA FASSA
FSRN SFHEA.
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Ten Fellows were recognised with Order of Australia honours. Top from left to right: Professor Phillip Ayres OAM FAHA, Professor Claire Smith AO
FAHA, Professor J M Coeztee AC FAHA, Emeritus Professor Anthony Johns AM FAHA, Professor David Kennedy AM FAHA.

Bottom from left to right: Professor Emerita Margaret Plant OAM FAHA, Emeritus Professor Lyndall Ryan AO FAHA, Dr Phillip Adams AC FAHA,
Scientia Professor Megan Davis AC FAHA FAAL FASSA, Professor David Runia AM FAHA.

CELEBRATING OUR FELLOWS

We celebrate the significant achievements of our
fellows across the year.

Honours

Several Fellows were recognised with Order of
Australia honours across the year:

» Scientia Professor Megan Davis AC FAHA
FAAL FASSA, Dr Phillip Adams AC FAHA FRSA,
and Professor John Coetzee AC FAHA, were
appointed Australia’s highest honour, the
Companion to the Order of Australia.

+  Emeritus Professor Lyndall Ryan AO FAHA
(deceased) and archaeologist Professor Claire
Smith AO FAHA FSA were appointed Officers of
the Order of Australia.

«  Emeritus Professor Anthony Johns AM FAHA,
Emeritus Professor David Kennedy AM FAHA,
Professor David Runia AM FAHA were appointed
Members of the Order of Australia, while
Professor Emerita Margaret Plant OAM FAHA
and Professor Philip Ayres OAM FAHA FRHistS
(deceased) were awarded the Medal of the
Order of Australia.

Awards

»  Professor Felicity Meakins FAHA FASSA received
the Prime Minister’s Literary Award for her co-
authored book, Tamarra, while four Fellows
were shortlisted across various prize categories:
Professor Kate Fullagar FAHA, Mr David Marr
FAHA, Mr Alex Miller FAHA and Dr Kate Grenville
FAHA.

e Michelle de Kretser FAHA won the 2025 Stella
Prize for her novel Theory & Practice.

* Richard Flanagan FAHA received the Baillie
Gifford Prize for Question 7. Flanagan did not
accept the prize money due to its ties with fossil
fuels.

«  Professor Michael Stone FAHA received the
2024 Presidential Medal of Gratitude from the
President of the Republic of Armenia.

«  Professor Deborah Cheetham-Fraillon AO FAHA
was awarded the Red Ochre award for lifetime
service from Creative Australia.

Bennelong
& Phillip
.'-\. Histor

SRR Ry

Five Fellows were shortlisted for the 2024 Prime Minister’s
Literary Awards.
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» Distinguished Professor Ingrid Piller FAHA was
named an Alexander von Humboldt Professor
and commenced in January 2025. She is leading
the Literacy in Diversity Settings (LiDS) at the
Universitdt Hamburg.

+ Archaeologist Distinguished Professor Sue
O’Connor FAHA FBA was elected to the British
Academy. She is Australia’s third archaeologist
to join the British Academy, following AAH
Fellows Emeritus Professor John Mulvaney AO
CMG FAHA (deceased) and Professor Emeritus
Peter Bellwood FAHA FBA.

- Professor Peter Singer AC FAHA was elected to
the American Academy of Arts and Sciences

«  Professor Duncan Ivison FAHA FRSN

Associate Professor Antonia Rubino FAHA is presented the Co.as. A R
it. Sydney Medal at the University of Sydney. Source: University of commenced as President and Vice-Chancellor

Sydney/X. of the University of Manchester.

«  Professor Ann McGrath AM FAHA FASSA and
Professor Megan Davis AC FAHA joined the
board of the National Museum of Australia.

+ Associate Professor Antonia Rubino FAHA
received the 2024 Co.as.it. Sydney Medal for her
work promoting Italian language and culture in

New South Wales. «  Emeritus Professor John Sutton FAHA joined the
. University of Stirling to establish a new Centre
Grants & Fellowships for the Sciences of Place and Memory under a

£4m Leverhulme International Professorship.
« Linguist Professor Felicity Meakins FAHA FASSA

and archaeologist Professor Jo McDonald
FAHA were awarded ARC Laureate Fellowships.
Meakins was also announced the recipient of a

+  Professor Kirsten McKenzie FAHA was named
Harvard University’s prestigious Gough Whitlam
and Malcolm Fraser Visiting Professor of

Fulbright Senior Fellowship for 2025-26. Australian Studies for 2026-27.

- Distinguished Professor Lynette Russell AM *  DrJackie Huggins AM FAHA was named the
FAHA FRHistS FASSA and Professor lan McNiven inaugural Elder-in-Residence at the ABC.
FAHA were awarded a $1.2M Linkage Project +  Professor Wayne Hudson FAHA was appointed
grant from the Australian Research Council the inaugural Colin Mackerras Chair in
to collaborate with Museums Victoria & the Australian Studies at Beijing Foreign Studies
Wurundjeri Woi-wurrung Cultural Heritage University (BFSU) in a position funded by the
Aboriginal Corporation. Foundation of Australian Studies in China

and BFSU.

Appointments

« Distinguished Professor Lynette Russell AM
FAHA was named Mercator Professor as
part of a large project focusing on settler
decolonisation on Country/Land at the
University of Potsdam.

Caption: Professor Wayne Hudson FAHA pictured with Dr Angela
Lehmann, Chair of the Board of Directors of the Foundation for
Australian Studies in China, and Counsellor Li Wei from the Embassy
of the People’s Republic of China.

Distinguished Professor Lynette Russell AM FAHA was appointed
Mercator Professor at the University of Potsdam in late 2024.
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Dr Lindy Lee AO FAHA opened her major work,
Ouroboros, at the National Gallery of Australia,

and the accompanying solo exhibition in October
2024. Lindy spoke about her work to the Academy'’s
Communications Manager, available to read here.

Lindy Lee AO FAHA stands in front of Ouroboros, National Gallery of
Australia forecourt, October 2024.

EMERGING LEADERS

With the Academy of Social Sciences Australia
(ASSA), the AAH provides financial support to the
Australion SHAPE EMCR Network to ensure SHAPE
disciplines (Social Sciences, Humanities, and the
Arts for People and the Environment) thrive and
excel in Australia, by fostering an inclusive and
diverse community that supports, empowers and
promotes early and mid-career researchers in
Australia, within and beyond academia.

In addition to this support, the Academy’s annual
suite of grants and awards provide a range

of opportunities to emerging and mid-career
humanities researchers.

Max Crawford Medal

Dr Olga Boichak, a Ukrainian-born media scholar
studying digital cultures, received the 2024 Max
Crawford Medal.

A Fulbright scholar, Dr Boichak’s research focuses
on the role of media, data, and technologies in
contemporary military conflicts, as well as digital
sovereignty and digital infrastructure in war.
Influenced by the 2014 Revolution of Dignity in
Ukraine, Dr Boichak’s distinguished scholarship in
this field continues and in February 2025 she was
named a Westpac Research Fellow.

‘I'm grateful to my nominators and all those
who have supported me on this journey. The
Max Crawford Medal gives me strength to
continue this research and support other
early-career researchers working at the
intersection between war and media. I'd like
to dedicate this medal to the hundreds of
Ukrainian scholars and public intellectuals
killed in Russia’s invasion of Ukraine.’

- Dr Olga Boichak on receiving the Max
Crawford Medal.

Dr Olga Boichak is presented the Max Crawford Award by
Academy President, Professor Stephen Garton AM FAHA, at the
2024 Annual Academy dinner, in Canberra.

John Mulvaney Fellowship

Associate Dean Indigenous Dr Jacob Prehn from
the University of Tasmania was awarded the 2024
John Mulvaney Fellowship. Dr Prehn, a Worimi man
living on Palawa Country, worked as a qualified
Social Worker and Aboriginal Health Worker before
pursuing a PhD.

Dr Prehn also is an executive member of Maiam
Nayri Wingara, the Australian Indigenous Data
Sovereignty Collective, and a member of the Global
Indigenous Data Alliance (GIDA). The Fellowship
enabled him to research how Indigenous men
access healthcare services across Australia, using
data from the Mayi Kuwayu Study of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander wellbeing.
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Ernst and Rosemarie Keller Fund

Philosopher and architectural theorist Dr Lucy
Benjamin received a travel grant issued by the Ernst
and Rosemarie Keller Fund, which will support new
research into how we think about the past, the kind
of memorials we construct to commemorate history,
and how we perceive monuments as time passes.
Under the Fellowship, Dr Benjamin plans to travel to
Spain to visit the memorial of Walter Benjamin.

Dr Jacob Prehn is presented the John Mulvaney Award by Academy
President, Professor Stephen Garton AM FAHA, at the 2024 Annual
Academy dinner, in Canberra.

Medal for Excellence in Translation

The Academy awarded the 2024 Medal for
Excellence in Translation to Stephanie Smee for
her translation of the multi-award-winning French
bestseller, On the line: notes from a factory by
Joseph Ponthus, published by Black Inc. in Australia
in 2021.

‘Stephanie Smee is a distinguished and highly
regarded translator who has dedicated
herself to the work and memory of Ponthus
through this evocative work. ‘On the line’ is

the kind of book that the literary culture of
Australia would consume readily but would be
otherwise inaccessible to many without the
insightful, careful and masterful work of Smee.’

— Academy President, Professor Stephen
Garton AM FAHA on Stephanie Smee being Dr Lucy Benjamin is a philosopher and architect concerned with the
awarded the 2024 Medal for Excellence in politics of architecture.

Translation.
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Frosah bestreller
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ON THE LINE

A FACTURY

COTES FROM

Stephanie Smee is an established Australian translator of over 20 titles. Inset: On the Line: notes from a factory.
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Publication Subsidies & Humanities
Travelling Fellowships

The Academy awarded ten publication subsidies
and ten Humanities Travelling Fellowships to early
career researchers.

Publication Subsidies

«  Dr Tets Kimura — Fashion, Soft Power and
Cultural Diplomacy: A Case Study of Japanese
Fashion in Australia.

«  Dr Andrea Ballesteros Danel — Pre-Columbian
Contact between the Americas and Oceania.

- Dr Desiree Hernandez Ibinarriaga —
Decolonising & Indigenising Design.

« DrJonathan Kemp— Conservation as Version
Control.

- Dr Lucy Benjamin— Planetary Politics: Arendt,
Anarchy, and the Climate Crisis.

« Dr Alexis Vassiley — Union power: its rise and
fall in the Pilbara mines.

«  Dr Michael Lazarus — Absolute Ethical Life:
Aristotle, Hegel and Marx.

« Dr Lauren Samuelsson — A Matter of Taste: The
Australian Women’s Weekly and the creation of
Australian food culture.

+  Dr Shannon Sandford - Digital and In/Visible
Lives in Autobiographical Webcomics.

« Dr Nathan Gardner - In the Face of Diversity:
A History of Chinese Australian Community
Organisations, 1970-2020.

Humanities Travelling Fellowships

Dr Sia/Xiaoya Yang — Where has the Avant-
Garde Gone from China?

Dr Eugenia Flynn — Australian Indigenous
Literary Culture Within Global Contexts: A
transnational and transdisciplinary study of
race, racism and colony.

Dr Matthew Firth — Reimagining the Past: The
Life Writing Traditions of Pre-Modern England.

Dr Lauren Booker — The imperial networks
and colonial agendas of hair sampling from
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.

Dr Annie McCarthy — Crafting Humanitarianism.

Dr Beth Marsden — Children’s’ School Journeys:
Historical Experiences of Mobility for Education.

Dr Michael Lazarus - Moral Citizenship and the
Origins of the Human Condition: Lessons from
Arendt’s Archives.

Dr Daniel Leach — “Vive la Bretange libre?”
Collaboration, inspiration and ideological
exchange between the Breton and Québécois
nationalist movements, 1960 — 1980.

Dr Rachel Orzech - Archival work on Les
Semaines musicales francaises.

Dr Lucy Stone - Picturing War. Children’s
representations of Lived Experiences of
Displacement in the Nazi Era.
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Fellows Elected

Professor Rachel Ankeny FAHA
FASSA, Wageningen University
A scholar of history/philosophy
of science, bioethics and
science policy.

Professor Adam Brumm FAHA,
Griffith University

A distinguished archaeologist
most known for the unearthing
of the oldest known fossils of
Homo floresiensis.

Australian National University
A literary anthropologist
researching how literary
imagination shapes our
understanding of Al.

Professor Gary Foley FAHA,
Victoria University

A Gumbainggir man, Foley is
a respected activist, historian
and the current Director of the
Aboriginal History Archive.

Professor Brydie-Leigh Bartleet
FAHA, Griffith University

An internationally recognised
scholar of community music.

Associate Professor Emma
Christopher FAHA, UNSW
An award-winning historian and

filmmmaker whose work focuses on
slavery, justice and equality.

Professor Guy Davidson FAHA,
University of Wollongong

A leading scholar in the field of
American queer literary studies.

Professor Monika Bednarek
FAHA, University of Sydney

A linguist and expert on how
language mediates social reality
and subjective experience.

Professor Anthony (Tony) Birch
FAHA, University of Melbourne
One of Australia’s most influential
contemporary creative writers
and public intellectuals.

Professor Christopher Clarkson
SFAFAHA, University of
Queensland

An archaeologist specialising

in Indigenous Australian
archaeology, Pleistocene
southeast Asia, and humans’ use
of tools.

Scientia Professor Dennis Del
Favero FAHA, UNSW

An innovative transdisciplinary
scholar working across

Al, cinema culture and
communication studies.

Professor Melissa Crouch FAHA,
UNSW

A highly respected expert

of Southeast Asian Studies,

with a focus on law, justice

and democracy in Indonesia
and Myanmar.

Professor Chris Danta FAHA,

Professor Pat Dudgeon AM FAHA,
University of Western Australia
A Bardi woman, Australia’s first
Aboriginal psychologist, and an
exceptional leader in Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander

mental health.

Associate Professor Linda Payi
Ford FAHA, Charles Darwin
University

A Rak Mak Mak Marranunggu
woman, Ford's expertise spans 4
decades in education, pedagogy
and indigenous knowledges.

Dr Geoffrey Gray FAHA,
University of Queensland

A distinguished historian

whose wide-ranging research
includes whiteness studies, race
and citizenship.

Associate Professor Anna
Halafoff FAHA, Deakin University
A highly respected scholar of
religion, spirituality, religious
education, and difference.
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Distinguished Professor Larissa
Hjorth FAHA, RMIT University

A digital ethnographer, socially-
engaged artist of innovative
mobile media projects.

Professor Julian Meyrick FAHA,
Griffith University

Theatre and performance
scholar, and the award-
winning theatre director of over
40 productions.

Professor Tim Parkin FAHA,
University of Melbourne

A distinguished scholar of
Roman social, cultural, legal, and
demographic history.

QA W §

Professor Marija Tabain FAHA
An expert in articulatory and
acoustic phonetics, researching
community languages across
the Pacific.

Associate Professor Patrick Jory
FAHA, University of Queensland
A deeply respected expert of Thai
history, society and culture.

Professor Alison Downham
Moore FAHA, Western Sydney
University

A historian and interdisciplinary
medical humanities scholar,
researching women's aging
and menopause.

Professor Daryle Rigney FAHA,
University of Technology Sydney
A Ngarrindjeri man and highly
respected leader in Indigenous
self-determination, governance,
and repatriation.

Professor Vrasidas Karalis FAHA,
University of Sydney

A distinguished scholar of Greek
studies, Film Studies, and Greek-
Australian Literature.

Professor Brigitta Olubas FAHA,
UNSW

A scholar of Australian Literature,
with a particular focus on
expatriate, diasporic, migrant and
refugee writing.

Professor Jackie Leach Scully
FAHA FASSA FRSN, UNSW
Internationally recognised for
significant contributions to the
bioethics of disability, feminist

bioethics, and empirical bioethics.
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Professor Fran Martin FAHA,
University of Melbourne

A transdisciplinary scholar
researching contemporary
Chinese cultures, gender,
sexuality and media.

Professor Yin Paradies FAHA
FASSA, Deakin University

An expert on the health, social
and economic effects of racism,
and anti-racism theory.

Professor Katie Steele FAHA,
Australian National University

A philosopher concerned with the
different aspects of rational or
wise decision-making.



Corresponding Fellows

Dr Nicholas Birns FAHA,
New York University

A distinguished scholar of
Australian literature, and
of Tolkien.

Professor Jonathan
Bollen FAHA, National
Taiwan Normal University
An award-winning
researcher on the history
of performance, mobility
and desire.

Honorary Fellows

Ms Patricia Anderson
AO FAHA

An Alyawarre woman
and an advocate for the
self-determination of
Indigenous Peoples.

Ms Rachael Swain FAHA
A theatre director and
dramaturg.

Dr Michael Brand FAHA

Museum leader, cultural
manager and scholar.

Mr Gary Williams FAHA
A Gumbaynggirr/
Bundjalung Aboriginal
man, activist and
Aboriginal language
restoration leader.

Professor Jonathan
Harrington FAHA, Ludwig
Maximilian University of
Munich

A distinguished linguist
researching links between
variation in the cognitive
processing of speech and
historical sound change.

Professor Raihan Ismail
FAHA, St Antony’s
College, Oxford University
A scholar of
Contemporary Islamic
Studies, particularly,
Political Islam and the
intertwining nature of
religion and politics.

Professor Sarah Holland-

Batt FAHA FQA GAICD
SFHEA

Award-winning poet and
literary scholar.

Ms Dalisa Pigram FAHA
A Yawuru/Bardi woman
and celebrated dancer
and choreographer.

Professor Charles
Schencking FAHA,
University of Hong Kong
A wide-ranging historian
of Asia, particularly

the Japanese

navy, international
humanitarianism &
Japanese-America
relations.

Stelarc FAHA
An interdisciplinary
performance artist.

AUSTRALIAN ACADEMY OF THE HUMANITIES / ANNUAL REPORT 2023-24 19



Informing and influencing

Our research-informed policy initiatives

focus on building productive relationships

into government and collaborating with
counterpart organisations to raise the profile of
humanities knowledge and expertise. We aim
to ensure that humanities are at the heart of
our higher education, research, and workforce
agenda, so that ethical, cultural, and creative
knowledge and expertise inform Australia’s

opportunities and challenges.



GOVERNMENT ENGAGEMENT

Ahead of the 2025 Australian Federal Election, the
Academy issued an Election Statement, guided by
the Policy Committee, calling on the next Federal
Government to back Australian thinking and
prioritise cultural and social expertise as a sovereign
capability. Particularly, we advocated for:

the repeal and replacement of the Job-Ready
Graduates package.

national oversight and coordination of sovereign
capability to ensure it is mapped, monitored,
and developed in line with goals agreed
between the government, universities, and wider
civil society.

a standing humanities voice on the Nationall
Science and Technology Council.

Backing Australian Thinking —
Australian Academy of the
Humanities” 2025 Election
Statement

Read more

» Back Australian Thinking
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Universities Accord & Job Ready Graduates

At present, “market forces” play an outsized role

in determining Australia’s higher education and
research decisions. Australia is losing basic sovereign
capability in understanding society and culture.
Courses in culture and languages continue to close
at an alarming rate. And we have no national policy
or program to actively monitor the situation. The
Academy has advocated for a higher education
steward that can do so.

Emeritus Professor Graeme Turner AO FAHA led our
submission on the implementation of the Australian
Tertiary Education Commission (ATEC). In July

2024 (and thereafter) we advised that ATEC should
be constructed as a knowledgeable and well-
informed planning body that is tasked with providing
independent strategic advice on the shape and
orientation of the sector.

Job Ready Graduates, introduced by the Liberal-
National Coalition Government in 2020, continues to
sharply impact humanities students. In September
2024, the “Universities Accord (Student Support and
Other Measures) Bill 2024” proposed the introduction
of paid practicum placements for nursing, midwifery,
social work and teaching students, the expansion of
fee-free ‘university ready’ courses, and changes to
how indexation will be levied.

While these measures were welcomed by the
Academy, we wrote of our concern the changes to
indexation and the provision of fee-free ‘university
ready’ courses are undermined by the continuation
of the Job-Ready Graduates package.

Strategic Examination of Research &
Development

Australia’s R&D ecosystem is an important element of
the government’s plan for a Future Made in Australia.
This includes achieving net zero, developing critical
technologies and building sovereign capability.

Professor Emerita Susan Dodds FAHA and
Emeritus Professor Stuart Cunningham FAHA led
our submission to the Examination, submitted in
April 2025. The Academy argued that if Australia

is to develop an innovation economy which
involves the full development of breakthrough
technologies and effective responses to current
and future challenges, the Strategic Examination of
Research and Development (SERD) needs to make
recommendations that will build bridges into the
humanities, arts and social sciences (HASS).

Subsequent discussions with the SERD panel, the first
in June 2025, focussed on:

« reform of the R&D Tax Incentive to make it more
outcomes focussed and inclusive, as part of a
broader reform to move beyond the outdated
exclusion of HASS research and innovation, using
the case study of creative industries as sites
where technological innovation and creative work
are integrated
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+  better understanding Indigenous knowledges
and leadership

- critical national knowledge capability for R&D

« improving international research and innovation
links, including through Horizon Europe.

The Australian Research Council

In February 2025, the Australian Research Council
(ARC) released the Discussion Paper. A New Plan for
ARC-Funded Research. Developed in response to
thorough stakeholder consultations conducted in
2024, the paper puts forward considerable reforms
to the ARC’s National Competitive Grants Program
(NCGP).

The Academy submitted a response in April 2025,
following wide consultation with the Fellowship,
including a Town Hall discussion led by Professor
Graeme Turner AO FAHA and attended by

48 Fellows.

In our submission, we called for a review of the NCGP
from first principles, and endorsed several promising
factors outlined in the Discussion Paper, including:

« the simplification of grant programs
and the streamlining of application and
assessment processes.

+ the commitment to Indigenous research, and
the position of the ARC’s Indigenous Forum to
work closely with the Board.

« the focus on supporting early-stage research
and Early Career Researchers.

The Academy continues to advocate for the NCGP’s
guiding principles to be built around the ARC's
critical role as the funder of early-stage research
across all disciplines, and the integrity of the costing
and modelling of future NCGP formats.

National skills agenda

Professor Emerita Susan Dodds FAHA and Professor
Catharine Coleborne FAHA led the Academy’s
response to a Discussion Paper issued by Jobs

and Skills Australia to shape a new National Skills
Taxonomy to better recognise and transfer skills
across education and employment.

Our August 2024 submission proposed practical
steps towards a national language on skills
that would support structural adjustment

in the economy, productivity, wellbeing and
national security.

National Research Infrastructure

In March 2025, we provided input into the 2026
Roadmap for National Research Infrastructure. In
the context of the National Science and Research
Priorities, we highlighted:

- current National Collaborative Research
Infrastructure Strategy (NCRIS) investments
which need to be consolidated and sustained in
the next Roadmap

« unfinished business from the 2021 Roadmap
— namely, ‘'step-change’ national digital
research infrastructure (NDRI), national
research collections, and artificial intelligence
(Al) capabilities

+ new capabilities which would position
Australian research to respond to geopolitical,
economic, social, technological and
environmental challenges.

RESEARCH PROJECTS

Mapping Australia’s Indonesia Research
Capability

In December 2024, the Australian Academy of the
Humanities and ACOLA co-released a research
report on the Australia-Indonesia bilateral research
relationship. The report showed research outputs are
at an all-time high — with benefits to global health,
energy, trade, people and culture — with further
opportunities to grow. Yet, researchers warned

we risk squandering these achievements, with a
decline in Australia’s Indonesianlanguage capability
causing concern.

We thank contributors and the Expert Advisory
Group, chaired by Emeritus Professor Louise
Edwards FAHA and including Professor Peta
Ashworth OAM, Professor Edward Aspinall FAHA,
Professor Ken Baldwin FTSE, Professor Vedi Hadiz AM
FASSA, Professor Joe Lo Bianco AM FAHA, Professor
Budiman Minasny FAA, Professor Anushka Patel
FAHMS and Emeritus Professor Kathryn Robinson
FASSA.

The report was commissioned by KONEKSI, a
collaborative initiative that supports partnerships
between Australian and Indonesian organisations
for inclusive and sustainable policy and technology,
as part of an Australian Department of Foreign
Affairs and Trade initiative.

The cover of the Mapping Australia’s Indonesia Research
Capability report.
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Leading and championing

The Academy continued to actively - = .
=
engage and support Fellows to y =
communicate their work and the ,ﬁff' “"f
significance of the Humanities. This /s"\\
! ﬂ
work included the 55th Annual e .

Academy Symposium The ideas and
ideals of Australia: The Lucky Country
turns sixty, the Annual Academy Lecture,

Hancock Lecture, Trendall Lecture, and
Triebel Lecture.

The Secretariat worked to actively
engage new and existing audiences
in the work of the Academy, and to
promote the work of Fellows.




o 25
& 24 Jan 20

¢ counterfact
n history

ual of

The gred
Australid

¢ _The Papal conclave o
| Insider’s view

L

f ]458 an

& 23 May 202°

This World F
hyperbor\c is \10

ootball Day, NoW
ur Odiectwe?

A selection of
articles published
on the Academy
newsroom in the
2024-25 year.

& 02 May 2025

— what the

‘aie Of trust
A crisis Sarometer

tells Us
gdelman Trust

COMMUNICATING OUR IMPACT

The Academy’s online newsroom has continued to
promote Fellows’ news and research, and exemplary
achievements of humanities EMCRs, alongside other
news and opportunities.

The Academy published 75 articles during the
reporting period and promoted the work of our
Fellows featured across mainstream media
including The Conversation, ABC, SBS, the Sydney
Morning Herald, Inside Story, The Age, Meanjin, and
COSMOS magazine.

The Academy’s editor Professor Louise Edwards
FAHA and the Communications Manager Abra
Pressler continue to coordinate the publication of
stories illuminating humanities research excellence.

In 2024-25, some of our most read new stories were:

* The great counterfactual of Australian history by
Professor Kate Fullagar FAHA

» Being treated as a migrant in Australia by
Professor Ingrid Piller FAHA

« An age ban on social media is unworkable —
what are the alternatives? By Professor Axel
Bruns FAHA and Dr Aleesha Rodriguez

« Black Nazis, Asian Vikings & the white paranoia
that haunts generative Al by Dr Thao Phan, who
delivered the 2023 Hancock Lecture.

e Performance artist Stelarc is reimagining what
it means to be human in a tech world—A profile
by Abra Pressler

e Threats to truth and trust — and what we can
do about them by Emeritus Professor Fred
D’Agostino FAHA

The Academy also promoted Fellows’ awards

and honours and encouraged EMCR researchers
who had received an award from the Academy to
contribute stories about their research.

Our digital channels remain a powerful way to
communicate our activities and promote the work
of the Fellowship. This year, website views surpassed
189,000 page views (37% more than the previous
yeqr), and we have over 4,000 subscribers to our
monthly newsletter.

In June 2025, our LinkedIn followers exceeded 3,000.
The Academy retired our account on X (formerly
Twitter), owing to decreased public and stakeholder
usage, and opened a Bluesky account.

Promoting ideas, skills and creativity

Sharing cultural and creative knowledge with our
diverse stakeholders and the broader community
remains central to the Academy’s work. We
continue to showcase the role of the humanities in
empowering communities, building the economy
and strengthening social bonds.
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Annual Academy Symposium

55th Annual Academy Symposium — The Ideas and
Ideals of Australia: The Lucky Country turns sixty

The 60th anniversary of Donald Horne’s landmark
book, The Lucky Country, prompted us to think
afresh about Australian culture and social changes,
and ask: are ordinary Australians fulfilling their
aspirations?

The Symposium addressed the big questions posed
by Horne and brought others to the fore. Convened
by Professor Frank Bongiorno AM FAHA FASSA
FRHistS and Professor Mark McKenna FAHA, the
Symposium took place on 14 & 15 November 2024 at
the Australian National University.

The Symposium was co-presented with the ANU's
Australian Studies Institute and was delivered with
the generous support of our Associate Sponsors:
The University of Sydney, UNSW, The University of
Queensland and the University of Adelaide.

The 55™ Annual Academy Symposium was held at ANU Kambri in November 2025.

The event attracted local and national media
attention. Co-convenors Professor Frank Bongiorno
AM FAHA FASSA FRHistS and Professor Mark
McKenna FAHA wrote on the legacy of the “bronzed
Aussie male” for The Guardian. Segments of the
Symposium were broadcast on ABC Big Ideas in
March 2025. Other media placements included
within Meanjin, The Canberra Times, and the
Australian Book Review.

Speakers included Professor Emerita Julianne
Schultz AM FAHA FRSN, Prime Minster’s Literary prize
recipient, Dr Ryan Cropp, Professor Maree Meredith,
Associate Professor Shino Konishi FAHA, Scientia
Professor Megan Davis FAAL FAHA FASSA, Professor
Kate Fullagar FAHA, Professor Emeritus Joseph Lo
Bianco AM FAHA, and Professor James Walker FAHA.
All Symposium sessions were recorded and can be
streamed on the Academy website.

The 2024 Annual Academy Dinner and the Fellows
Signing Ceremony was held at the National Museum
of Australia. Professor Glyn Davis AC FASSA delivered
the Annual Academy Dinner address “In quotation
marks — the Australian public intellectual”. The

speech is available to read in full on the website.
A big dialogue

On the eve of the Symposium, the Academy,

in association with Brisbane-based Australian
Dialogues, held a panel event focusing on the role of
arts policy in Australia, The State of the Arts in The
Lucky Country.

The panel included former Queensland Minister for
the Arts, lan Walker, University of the Sunshine Coast
Creative Industries Lecturer, Dr Karen Hands and,
former Artistic Director at Opera Australia, Lyndon
Terracini AM OSI, and was moderated by Kelly
Burke, arts reporter for The Guardian Australia. The
event explored the issues of funding, governance,
and sustainability for the Arts sector in Australia in a
vigorous and enlightening discussion.
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Communicating new ideas
and research

Annual Academy Lecture

The 2024 Annual Academy Lecture, Australians—
the aristocrats of Asia? was delivered by Emeritus
Professor Louise Edwards FAHA.

Donald Horne dedicated a full chapter of The Lucky
Country challenging Australians to take Asia more
seriously. While he praised much of Australian
culture, one of his critiques remains unresolved:
Australians, he declared, played an “aristocratic
role” in Asia — “rich, self-centred, frivolous, blind”".
Despite our celebrated egalitarianism we imagined
ourselves to be better than our neighbours.

The 2024 Annual Academy Lecture explored

the remnants of this aristocratic mentality and
challenges it poses for Australia, at a time when Asia
is increasingly wealthy, powerful and innovative.
Professor Edwards argued that dismantling

this lingering superior mindset is crucial to
Australia’s future prosperity, social cohesion and
capacity to contribute to addressing the global
challenges ahead.

nu”'-

AllStl‘alian )
Academy of
Humaniti

| AAN

Australian £
Academyof t/ 3
Humanities -

cult rol. cres

Academy President Stephen -

Garton AM FAHA presents a
formal certificate to Emeritus 8
Professor Louise Edwards FAHA, S+un
following the delivery of the
Annual Lecture.
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AOUTH WALER

Dr Nathan Gardner, from the University of Melbourne, presented
the 2024 Hancock Lecture.

Hancock Lecture

The 12th Hancock Lecture was presented in
September 2024 at the State Library of New South
Wales by Dr Nathan Gardner, a post-doctoral
Research Fellow at the University of Melbourne
and historian of forced migration, diasporas and
multiculturalism in Australia.

Dr Gardner traced the distinctive contributions of
Chinese Australian communities and organisations
to ‘Australian multiculturalism’: from the time

of federation, through the ‘long, slow death’ of

the White Australia policy to the eventual turn to
multiculturalism and its emerging challenges today.

ademyof the
anities

Dr Nathan Gardner is presented with a formal certificate by
Academy President, Professor Stephen Garton AM FAHA
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Left to right: Dr Tatiana Bur, Ms Inga Davis, Professor Caitie Barrett,
Dr Tom Geue, Professor Emerita Elizabeth Minchin FAHA pictured at the
2025 Trendall Lecture, at the ANU.

Triebel Lecture

The 2024 Triebel Lecture, Secret police files as life
writing, or how the Stasi made writers into ‘enemies
of the state’, was presented by Emerita Professor
Alison Lewis FAHA from the University of Melbourne
in November 2024, at the University of Sydney.

The lecture was jointly hosted by the Academy of
the Humanities and the School of Languages and
Cultures at the University of Sydney as part of the
Languages and Cultures Network for Australian
Universities (LCNAU) Colloquium.

The 2025 Trendall Lecture.

The lecture examined how, following the collapse of
Eastern European communism, the classified secret
police files served as key instruments for transitional
justice as well as personal memory. These files,

The Trendall Lecture took place during the Professor Lewis argued, can be considered a form of
Australasian Society for Classical Studies biography or life writing.

Conference (ASCS), at the Coombs Lecture Theatre,
Australian National University in Canberra in
February 2025.

Trendall Lecture

Professor Caitie Barrett, an archaeologist who
investigates everyday life, religious experience,
and cross-cultural interactions in the ancient
Mediterranean, was invited from Cornell University
as the international speaker.

Barrett's lecture, Household archaeology & the
domestication of empire — Egyptian landscapes at
Pompeii examined the prevalence of Nilotic scenes
(relating to the River Nile) within the excavated
residences of Pompeii, and what these detailed, and
often fantastical scenes, tell us about the everyday
Romans’ perception of empire.

The lecture attracted media attention from Region
ACT, and was sold out, with approximately 150

people in attendance. Emerita Professor Alison Lewis FAHA.
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Treasurer’'s Statement

| am pleased to provide my second annual
statement as Treasurer and again thank my fellow
members of Council, the Secretariat and financial
advisors to the Academy for their attentiveness to
the Academy’s finances during the year.

The Abridged Annual Financial Statement for

2025 is provided in this Annual Report. A detailed
financial report is circulated to the Fellowship at the
Annual General Meeting prior to lodgement with the
Australian Charities and Not-for-profit Commission.

The Academy'’s financial report at 30 June 2025
shows an operating surplus of $253,498 against a
2024 surplus of $51,682. The overall reporting gain is
$273,454, which includes net unrealised gains for the
financial year of $19,956. The Academy’s continuing
conservative and socially responsible approach

to investment, expenditure restraint, additional
symposium sponsorship, and the successful
commencement of a philanthropy program,

has seen a positive result for the Academy. The
Academy'’s total equity, including investments, is
$2,570,026 which is an increase of 1.9% compared
to 2024.

Income

While the annual Grant-In-Aid payment from

the Commonwealth Department of Education
remains the Academy’s principal source of income,
other for-purpose sources grew through the

year including funds to secure the future of the
humanities through a new philanthropy campaign,
“the Circle of Champions”. This initiative continued
to attract donations in the first quarter of the 2025-
26 financial year. Funds raised from donors are
managed appropriately, and the Academy has the
capacity to endow funds (for investment returns) as
needed. Funds raised will help to support initiatives
in-line with the new strategic plan.

Expenditure

A modest annual increase in expenditure relative
to the preceding year was largely the result of

the final expenditure of grant monies received
from the National Foundation for Australia-China
Relations for Broadening Australia-China Research
Connections activities. A modest reduction in
employment costs was reported (-$28,000)
relative to the previous financial year related to
staff movements.

Academy investments

The Academy’s endowment of $1.2m is the lifeblood
of our grants and awards program, and named
lectures. Each year around $60,000 from the
endowment supports these empowering

and impactful activities as detailed elsewhere in

the Annual Report. The Academy’s investments
achieved modest gains despite significant instability
in international markets over the year.

Following a detailed review of its investment stance,
Council endorsed an Investment Policy Statement
which maintains a conservative, sustainable and
ethical approach to investment decisions, within
which it has capacity to seek greater returns

over time while maintaining a low to moderate

risk profile.

Chris Hilliard FAHA
Treasurer
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Abridged Financials

Statement of comprehensive income
Income
Expenses
Surplus from ordinary activities
Other comprehensive income

Total comprehensive income

Statement of financial income
Current assets
Non-current assets
Total assets
Current liabilities
Non-current liabilities
Total liabilities

Net assets

Statement of cash flows
Net movement in cash

Cash at end of financial year

2025 2024
$ $
1,753,264 1,476,262
1,499,766 1,424,580
253,498 51,682
19,956 75,087
273,454 126,769
3,064,569 2,859,468
6,662 21,482
3,071,231 2,880,950
470,300 536,548
30,905 47,830
501,205 584,378
2,570,026 2,296,572
139,193 229,791
1,452,621 1,313,428



List of Fellows

As of 30 June 2025, the total Fellowship of the Australian Academy of the
Humanities was 746, including 557 Fellows, 110 Honorary Fellows, and
79 Corresponding Fellows.

Fellows

Alexander Adelaar
Alexandra Aikhenvald
Samer Akkach
Robert Aldrich
Christine Alexander
Cynthia Allen
Pauline Allen

Philip Almond
Atholl Anderson
Jaynie Anderson
Warwick Anderson
Mark Andrejevic
Chris Andrews

len Ang

Rachel Ankeny
Daniel Anlezark
Peter Anstey
Wayan Arka

Bill Ashcroft
Edward Aspinall
Alan Atkinson
Valerie Attenbrow
Bain Attwood
Greg Bailey

Jane Balme

Han Baltussen

Dirk Baltzly

Katie Barclay
Joan Barclay Lloyd
Ivan Barko
Geraldine Barnes
Michael Barr
Christian Barry
Brydie-Leigh Bartleet
Linda Barwick
Alison Bashford
Timothy Bayne
Monika Bednarek
Larissa Behrendt
Peter Bellwood
Andrew Benjamin
Roger Benjamin
Jill Bennett
Michael Bennett
Tony Bennett
Susan Best

Alison Betts

Sarah Biddulph
John Bigelow
Tony Birch
Caroline Bird
Geoffrey Blainey
Barry Blake
Alastair Blanshard

Katherine Bode

Frank Bongiorno
Penny Boumelha
Jim Bowler

Clint Bracknell
Clare Bradford
David Bradley
Ross Brady

Mark Brett
Jacqueline Broad
Richard Broome
Susan Broomhall
Deborah Brown
Adam Brumm
Axel Bruns
Trevor Bryce
Jean Burgess
Heather Burke
Kate Burridge
Andrew Butcher
John Butcher
Simon Butt
Brendan Byrne
Denis Byrne
Barbara Caine
Stewart Candlish
Bronwyn Carlson
David Carter

MeganCassidy-Welch
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Alan Chalmers

David Chandler
Richard Charteris
Jianfu Chen
Malcolm Choat
David Christian

Will Christie

Emma Christopher
Jane Clark

John Clark

Annie Clarke
Christopher Clarkson
Justin Clemens
Margaret Clunies Ross
Tony Coady

Peter Cochrane
Catharine Coleborne
Deirdre Coleman
Sarah Collins

Conal Condren

lan Copland

Alan Corkhill

Richard Cosgrove
Tony Cousins

Felicity Cox

Philip Cox

Hugh Craig

Barbara Creed



Helen Creese
Robert Cribb

Kyllie Cripps
Melissa Crouch
Peter Cryle
Garrett Cullity
Stuart Cunningham
Ann Curthoys
Frederick D’Agostino
Tanya Dalziell

Joy Damousi
Chris Danta
Louise D'Arcens
Guy Davidson

lain Davidson
Jane Davidson
Gloria Davies
Martin Davies
Megan Davis
Peter Davis
Graeme Davison
Rafe de Crespigny
Dennis Del Favero
Alan Dench

Robin Derricourt

Jean-Paul
Descoeudres

Anthony Diller
RMW Dixon
Christine Dobbin
Gerry Docherty
John Docker
Susan Dodds
Bronwen Douglas
Véronique Duché

Patricia Dudgeon

Anne Dunlop
Geoffrey Dunn
Helen Dunstan
Mark Durie
Simon During
Edward Duyker
Diana Eades
Rifaat Ebied
Harriet Edquist
Louise Edwards
Natalie Edwards
Paul Eggert
Brian Ellis
Robert Elson
Nick Enfield
Helen Ennis
Nicholas Evans
Trevor Evans
Michael Ewans
Dorottya Fabian
Trevor Fennell
Antonia Finnane
Mark Finnane
John Fitzgerald
Janet Fletcher
Terry Flew

Axel Fliethmann
Josephine Flood
Gary Foley
Susan Foley
William Foley
Linda Payi Ford

Frances Jean
Fornasiero

Peter Forrest

Richard Fotheringham

David Frankel
Majella Franzmann
Anne Freadman
Richard Freadman
Bronwyn Fredericks
Robert Freestone
Kate Fullagar
Edmund Fung
Raimond Gaita
Ann Galbally

lain Gardner
David Garrioch
Stephen Garton
John Gascoigne
Moira Gatens
Stathis Gauntlett
Penny Gay

Ken Gelder

Paul Giles
Malcolm Gillies
Philip Goad

Cliff Goddard
Gerard Goggin
David Goodman
Alice Gorman
Nanette Gottlieb
Geoffrey Gray
Jenny Green
Jeremy Green
Karen Green
Helena Grehan
Bridget Griffen-Foley
Gareth Griffiths
John Griffiths

Paul Griffiths

Tom Criffiths

Patricia Grimshaw
Sasha Grishin
Helen Groth
Yingjie Guo
Anna Haebich
Greg Hainge
John Hajek
Alan Hajek
Anna Halafoff
Sandra Hale
Jane Hardie
Amanda Harris
Margaret Harris
James Harrison
Peter Harrison
Yasmin Haskell
Victoria Haskins
Michael Haugh
Greta Hawes
Gay Hawkins
Roslynn Haynes
Lesley Head
Chris Healy

Ari Heinrich
Ariel Heryanto
Stephen Hetherington
Chris Hilliard
Roger Hillman
Peter Hiscock
Larissa Hjorth
Bob Hodge
Peter Holbrook
Julie Holledge
Roderick Home

Clifford Hooker

AUSTRALIAN ACADEMY OF THE HUMANITIES / ANNUAL REPORT 2024-25 33



Virginia Hooker
Greg Horsley
Heather Horst
Dexter Hoyos
Rodney Huddleston
Wayne Hudson
Tony Hughes d'Aeth
Lloyd Humberstone
Duncan lvison
Frank Jackson
Heather Jackson
Annamarie Jagose
Purnendra Jain
Carolyn James
Robin Jeffrey
Anthony Johns
Lesley Johnson
Marguerite Johnson
Vivien Johnson

Jay Johnston
Trevor Johnston
Brian Jones

Philip Jones

Patrick Jory
Naguib Kanawati
Vrasidas Karalis
Grace Karskens
Margaret Kartomi
Jamie Kassler
David Kennedy
Jeanette Kennett
Dale Kent

Hyun Jin Kim

John Kinder

Julia Kindt

Stewart King
Diane Kirkby
Andy Kirkpatrick
Wallace Kirsop
John Kleinig
Stephen Knight
Stephen Kolsky
Shino Konishi
Sue Kossew
Ann Kumar
Marilyn Lake
Susan Lawrence
Dorothy Lee
John Lee

David Lemmings
Neil Levy

Alison Lewis
Miles Lewis
Samuel Lieu

lan Lilley

Tim Lindsey
Genevieve Lloyd
Joseph Lo Bianco
William Loader
Kam Louie

Yixu Lu

Jane Lydon
Martyn Lyons
John Macarthur
Catriona Mackenzie
Colin Mackerras
Roy MaclLeod
Marion Maddox
Jeff Malpas
Richard Maltby

Allan Marett
David G Marr
David Marshall

Angus Andrews Martin

Fran Martin
James Martin
Lynn Martin

Alfredo Martinez-
Exposito

Freya Mathews
Wendy Mayer
John Maynard
Isabel McBryde
lain McCalman
Janet McCalman
Gavan McCormack
Jo McDonald
Ronan McDonald
Michael McDonnell
Bonnie McDougall
Brian McFarlane
Ann McGrath
William McGregor
David Mclnnis
Mark McKenna
Kirsten McKenzie
Anne McLaren
Brian McMullin
Andrew McNamara
Peter McNeil

lan McNiven

Scott McQuire
Philip Mead
Felicity Meakins

Betty Meehan
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J Vincent S Megaw
Tim Mehigan

John Melville-Jones
Richard Menary
Constant Mews
Julian Meyrick
Graeme Miles
David Miller

Kristie Miller
Margaret Miller
Julian Millie
Catherine Mills
Elizabeth Minchin
Timothy Minchin
Vijay Mishra
Francis Moloney

Alison Downham
Moore

John Moorhead
Luke Morgan

Peter Morgan
Howard Morphy
Meaghan Morris
Tessa Morris-Suzuki
Christian Mortensen
Raoul Mortley
Frances Muecke
Stephen Muecke
Kerry Murphy
Simone Murray

Tim Murray

llana Mushin
Bronwen Neil

Brian Nelson

Amanda Nettelbeck



Nerida Newbigin
John Newman
Brenda Niall
Rachel Nordlinger
Sue O’'Connor
Kaori Okano
Brigitta Olubas
Graham Oppy
Peter Otto
Samantha Owens
Marc Oxenham
John Painter
Fiona Paisley
Nikos Papastergiadis
Yin Paradies

Tim Parkin

Paul Patton
Marko Pavlyshyn
Andrew Pawley
Alastair Pennycook
Neal Peres Da Costa
Roslyn Pesman
Pam Peters

Ingrid Piller
Margaret Plant
Hans Pols

John Powers
John Poynter
Wilfrid Prest
Robin Prior

Clive Probyn

John Pryor
Cassandra Pybus
Kane Race

Nicolas Rasmussen

Paul Redding
Craig Reynolds
Henry Reynolds
Jack Reynolds
Evelleen Richards
Peter Riddell
Ronald Ridley
Daryle Rigney

Lester - Irabinna
Rigney

Claire Roberts
David Roberts
Mary Roberts
Libby Robin
Stuart Robson
Mina Roces
Cristina Rocha
Paul Roche
Michael Roe
Wendy Rogers
Malcolm Ross
David Rowe
Tim Rowse
Antonia Rubino
Alan Rumsey
David Runia
Gillian Russell
Lynette Russell
Penny Russell
Horst Ruthrof
Abdullah Saeed
Claudia Sagona
Paul Salzman
Margaret Sankey

Deryck Schreuder

John Schuster
John Scott

Kim Scott

Roger Scott
Jackie Leach Scully
Frank Sear
Krishna Sen

Pam Sharpe
Kenneth Sheedy
Susan Sheridan
Anna Silvas

Jane Simpson
John Sinclair
Larry Sitsky
Glenda Sluga
Claire Smith
Nicholas JJ Smith
Terry Smith
Vanessa Smith
Vivian Smith
Charles Sowerwine
Jim Specht
Catherine Speck
Matthew Spriggs
Peter Stanley
Katie Steele

Ann Stephen
Nicola Stern
Lesley Stirling
Janice Stockigt
Daniel Stoljar
Margaret Stoljar
Carolyn Strange
Martin Stuart-Fox

Yoshio Sugimoto

Sharon Sullivan
Wanning Sun
John Sutton

Katie Sutton
Shurlee Swain
Marija Tabain
Paul Tagon

Peta Tait

Chin Liew Ten
Nick Thieberger
Paul Thom

Julian Thomas
Sue Thomas
Rodney Thomson
Rodney Tiffen
Helen Tiffin
Joanne Tompkins
Robin Torrence
Martin Travers
Catherine Travis
Susan Trevaskes
Stephanie Trigg
Garry Trompf
Clara Tuite
Graham Tulloch
Graeme Turner
Myfany Turpin
Christina Twomey
lan Tyrrell
Anthony Uhimann
Sean Ulm

Thom van Dooren

Theodoor van
Leeuwen

Denise Varney

AUSTRALIAN ACADEMY OF THE HUMANITIES / ANNUAL REPORT 2024-25 35



Gerard Vaughan
Frederik Vervaet
Peter Veth
Adrian Vickers
Jon von Kowallis
Anik Waldow
David Walker
James Walker

Christopher Wallace-
Crabbe

James Warren
Richard Waterhouse
Lindsay Watson
Jennifer Webb
Marshall Weisler
Peter White

Robert White

Shane White

Gillian Whitlock
Anna Wierzbicka

Gillian (Jil)
Wigglesworth

Stephen Wild
Peter Wilson
Sandra Wilson
John Wong
Angela Woollacott
Richard Yeo
Robert Young
Sally Young
Charles Zika

Honorary Fellows

Phillip Adams
Alison Alexander

Harry Allen

Penelope Allison
Pat Anderson
Robyn Archer
David Armitage
Marie-Louise Ayres
Julia Baird
Genevieve Bell
John Bell

Richard Bell
Simon Blackburn
Behrouz Boochani
Rosina Braidotti
Michael Brand
Alison Broinowski
Paul Brunton

Ross Burns

Tom Calma

Peter Carey

Kim Carr

Dawn Casey
Dipesh Chakrabarty

Deborah Cheetham-
Fraillon

Ray Choate
Christopher Clark
Patricia Clarke
John Coetzee

Su san Cohn

Peter Conrad
Michelle de Kretser
Roger Thornton Dean
Wesley Enoch
Sheila Fitzpatrick
Richard Flanagan
Fiona Foley

Jan Fullerton

Carrillo Gantner
Peter Garnsey

Stan Grant

Kate Grenville
Rosalind Halton
Philip Hardie
Michael Kieran Harvey
Harry Heseltine
Kevin Hobgood-Brown
Sarah Holland-Batt
Robyn Holmes
Janet Holmes & Court
Jacqueline Huggins
John Hughes
Richard Hunter
Barry Jones

Edwin Judge
Thomas Keneally
John Kinsella
Michael Kirby
Patrick Kirch
Geoffrey Lancaster
Lindy Lee

Mabel Lee

Gerhard Leitner
Williom Lycan
David Malouf

David Ewan Marr
Patrick McCaughey
Ross McKibbin
Michael McRobbie
Alex Miller

Richard Mills

Djon Mundine

Glenn Murcutt
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Rupert Myer
James O’Connell
Patrick O’Keefe
Christina Parolin
Philip Payton
Dalisa Pigram
Lyndel Prott

Ben Quilty

Craig Ritchie
Lyndal Roper
Julie Rose

Lionel Sawkins
Julianne Schultz

Anne-Marie
Schwirtlich

Gaye Sculthorpe
Nicholas Shakespeare
James Simpson
Bruce Steele

Colin Steele

Stelarc

Michael Stone
Rachael Swain
Pamela Tate
Richard Tognetti
Mathew Trinca
Caroline Turner
Royall Tyler

John Vallance

Peter Varghese
Lynette Wallworth
Alexandra Walsham
Terri-ann White
Gary Williams

Tim Winton

Roger Woodward



Alexis Wright
John Yu

Corresponding
Fellows

Michael Ackland
Felix Ameka
Robert Archer
Geoffrey Bailey
Nicholas Birns
Jonathan Bollen
Richard Bosworth
Susanna Braund
John Broome
Peter Brown
Michael Burden
Hilary Carey
David Chalmers
Joyce Chaplin
Adam Clulow
Williom Coaldrake

Nikolas Coupland

Eric Csapo
Gregory Currie
Chris de Wet
Franz-Josef Deiters
Philip Deloria
Michael Devitt
James Donald
John Erni

Gerhard Fischer
Lisa Ford

Charles Forsdick
Hilary Fraser

Jay L Garfield
Simon Goldhill
Chris Gosden
Ghassan Hage
Jonathan Harrington
Stephen Harrison
Kevin Hart

John Heil

Simon Holdaway

David Irving
Raihan Ismail
Michael Jeffreys
Bill Jenner
Benedict Kerkvliet
Randy LaPolla
David Lawton
Stephen Levinson
Li Liu

Kama Maclean
Victoria McGeer
Robert Merrillees
Lynn Meskell
Jennifer Milam
Nigel Morgan
Takamitsu Muraoka
Jemina Napier
Daniel Nolan
Philip Pettit
Elizabeth Povinelli

Huw Price

Graham Priest
Greg Restall

Kate Rigby
Margaret Rose
Julian Savulescu
Adam Schembri
Charles Sschencking
John Schofield
Madeleine Scopello
Peter Singer
Michael Smith
Glenn Summerhayes
Harold Tarrant

Neil Tennant
Nicholas Thomas
Michael Tooley
Gungwu Wang
McKenzie Wark

Tim Winter

Alison Wylie



Vale

The Academy acknowledged, with deep sadness, the death of 14 Fellows
in the year to 30 June 2025.

Professor Trevor Burnard FAHA Dr Peter Hambly FAHA

1960 — 2024 1935 - 2025

An international leading scholar in the fields of An expert in 19th-century French literature, focusing
Transatlantic Slavery and Early American history, on post-romantic poetry, prose and social

whose scholarship advanced debates about the philosophy, whose publications comprise a major
legacies of slavery and reparations in the former body of work on Banville, Gautier, Heredia, and
British imperial world. Mallarmé.

Emeritus Professor Keith Campbell FAHA Professor Emerita Margaret Manion IBVM AO FAHA
1938 - 2024 1935 - 2024

A pioneer in Australian philosophy who was An art historian and curator recognised
particularly interested in metaphysics, defending internationally for her scholarship on Medieval
materialism and trope theory. and Renaissance art, in particular the art of the

illuminated manuscript.

Dr Jim (James) Masselos FAHA
1940 — 2025

A leading social historian of contemporary India
and particularly an authority on the social history
of Bombay/Mumbai, considered by many as an
inspirational teacher, advocate, administrator and
researcher in the field of Asian studies.

A photograph of Keith Campbell as a young man.
Supplied by the Campbell family.

Emeritus Professor Donald Denoon FAHA
1940 - 2024

A leading historian who worked extensively on
Australia’s relations with Pacific countries as well
as on Papua New Guineaq, and fostered research
collaboration across the Pacific.

Emeritus Professor Anthony (Tony) Gibbs AM FAHA
1933 - 2025

A distinguished literary critic and biographer, with

a keen interest in the seventeenth-century poet
and playwright, William Davenant, as well as Donne,
Keats, Yeats, and later, George Bernard Shaw.

Jim Masselos FAHA, carrying his famous jhola in Mumbai
Source: Naresh Fernandes, In.Scroll.com
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Professor Michael Osborne FAHA
1942 - 2024

A gifted scholar of Greek epigraphy, a committed
Sinophile, and former Vice-Chancellor of La Trobe
University.

Emeritus Professor Elspeth Probyn FAHA
1958-2025

A gifted scholar of cultural and gender studies,
whose publications spanned the fields of gender,
media and cultural studies, philosophy, cultural
geography, anthropology and critical psychology.

Emeritus Professor Anthony (Tony) Reid FAHA FBA
1939 - 2025

One of the foremost historians of Southeast Asia
with a particular interest in pre-colonial and colonial
history, authority, and society.

Emeritus Professor Jeffrey Siegel FAHA
1945 - 2025

An internationally recognised linguist who
contributed greatly to the areas of language
contact varieties, and the use of pidgins, creoles and
unstandardised dialects in formal education.

Professor John Rickard FAHA
1935 - 2024

A renowned Australian historian who wrote widely on
Australian culture and biography and was awarded
the prestigious Ernest Scott Prize in 1988.

Professor William (Bill) Rubinstein OAM FAHA
1946 - 2024

An expert on modern British history, especially
the history of elites, and on Jewish history, and
instrumental in establishing the discipline of Jewish

studies in Australia.

Emeritus Professor David Tunley AM FAHA
1930 — 2024
An influential and beloved music scholar, a

significant composer, teacher, choral conductor and
music administrator.

Dr Margaret Rose FAHA (left) and Emeritus Professor Francis West FAHA (right) sit in their home in Cambridge, 2024. Supplied.

Emeritus Professor Francis J West
1927 — 2025

Foundation Fellow Francis J West was an internationally renowned historian of Norman rule in England,
and later, of Pacific colonial regimes, as well as one of the early formative figures of Deakin University
and the Australian Academy of the Humanities. Professor West was the last surviving Foundation

Fellow of the AAH.
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List of Council Members,
Working Groups and

Committees

Council members 2024-2025
COUNCIL TO NOVEMBER 2025

President

Professor Stephen Garton AM FAHA

Honorary Secretary and Vice-President

Professor Emerita Elizabeth Minchin FAHA

Vice-President

Emeritus Professor Joanne Tompkins FAHA

Treasurer

Professor Chris Hilliard FAHA

Editor

Emeritus Professor Louise Edwards FAHA

Immediate Past President

Emeritus Professor Lesley Head FAHA

International Secretary

Professor Véronique Duché FAHA

Council Members

Emeritus Professor Frederick D’Agostino FAHA
Professor Victoria Haskins FAHA

Professor Sarah Collins FAHA

Professor Emerita Susan Dodds FAHA

FROM NOVEMBER 2024

President

Professor Stephen Garton AM FAHA

Honorary Secretary and Vice-President

Professor Emerita Elizabeth Minchin FAHA

Vice-President

Emeritus Professor Joanne Tompkins FAHA

Treasurer
Professor Chris Hilliard FAHA

Editor

Emeritus Professor Louise Edwards FAHA

Immediate Past President
Emeritus Professor Lesley Head FAHA
International Secretary

Not appointed

Council Members

Emeritus Professor Frederick D’Agostino FAHA
Professor Véronique Duché FAHA

Professor Emerita Susan Dodds FAHA
Professor Victoria Haskins FAHA

Professor Sarah Collins FAHA
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HEADS OF SECTION

Archaeology

Emeritus Professor David Frankel FAHA

Asian Studies

Professor Sandra Wilson FAHA FRHistS (to 2024)

Associate Professor Michael Barr FAHA (2024-)

Classical Studies
Professor Julia Kindt FAHA

Cultural & Communication Studies

Distinguished Professor Julian Thomas FAHA FASSA
English

Professor Daniel Anlezark FAHA (to 2024)

Professor Helen Groth FAHA (2024-)

European Languages & Cultures
Professor Yixu Lu FAHA

History
Professor Susan Broomhall FAHA

Indigenous Studies

Associate Professor Shino Konishi FAHA
Linguistics

Emeritus Professor Pam Peters FAHA (to 2024)
Professor Lesley Stirling FAHA (2024-)

Philosophy & History of Ideas
Professor Garrett Cullity FAHA FASSA
Religion

Professor Bronwen Neil FAHA

The Arts
Emeritus Professor Linda Barwick AM FAHA (to 2024)

Distinguished Professor Peter McNeil FAHA (2024-)

COMMITTEES AND WORKING GROUPS
Awards Committee

Professor John Griffiths AM OOIC FAHA
Professor Véronique Duché FAHA

Professor Emeritus Ariel Heryanto FAHA
Professor Louise D’Arcens FAHA

Dr Billy Griffiths

McCredie Musicological Award Expert Panel
Emeritus Professor Malcolm Gillies AM FAHA
Professor Clint Bracknell FAHA

Professor John Griffiths AM OOIC FAHA

John Mulvaney Travelling Fellowship
Associate Professor Myfany Turpin FAHA
Associate Professor Shino Konishi FAHA

Distinguished Professor Larissa Behrendt AO FAHA

SECRETARIAT

Executive Director

Inga Davis

Director, Policy and Research

Dr Kylie Brass
Director, Operations and Strategy
Shane Breynard

Communications Manager

Abra Pressler

Senior Policy Analyst
Dr Jon Lane
Administration & Committees Coordinator

Sophie Chessell

Fellowship and Awards Coordinator

Samantha Tutton
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The Australian Academy of the Humanities
is the peak national body for the humanities
and one of the nation’s five Learned
Academies.

Established in 1969, we provide independent
and authoritative advice, including to
government, to ensure ethical, historical
and cultural perspectives inform
discussions regarding Australia’s future
challenges and opportunities. We promote
and recognise excellence in the humanities
disciplines. The Academy plays a unique
role in promoting international engagement
and research collaboration and investing

in the next generation of humanities
researchers.
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